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Spoken by Mr. HOLLAND. 



To 



_ gain the pufrlic ear* the man of rkhnes t ' 
Should always Jpeak the language of the times * 
And little elfe hath been of late in hearing 
Than terms and phrafes of Eleclioneering. 

Our author therefore fends me to ajj'ure ye* 
Worth* and free Hettorsrf Old Drury* 
How happy he Jhould trove * if it content you* 
That he he one of thofe who reprefent you$ 
The State Poetic, laws and legijlature* 
Like the Political in form and nature ; < ♦ - 
Pbaebus* the Nine * and .Bards of reputation* 
King* Peerage* Commons * of the fcribbling nation* 

Now from ParnaJ[us\ throne the Prince of. Wit* 
It feetnsy hath ij/ued out his royal writ 
For a new member.— No offence to give , . 

To a late worthy feprefentive j % 

Who* ris'n to favour* hath from us retreated* » 

And 'mongfl the Lords of t'other boufe is feated*—* « " 
His fervice lofty presuming you may need him* 
The prefent candidate would fain fucceed him. 

Not that he vainly boafts* on this occafion* 
He met encouragement from your perflation ; 
Or that both friends* who love* and foes* who hate him* 
Have been unanimous to nominate him. 

'Tis for this loyal borough his affeclion* 
Jnd patriot zeal* . that, make him rijk election ; 
To his conftituents fubjed to controul ; 
With wbofe good leave* be means to ft and the poll j ; 
Trujting fecure to their impartial choice 5 
The town uncanvaffd for a Jingle voice ; 
Nay* briVd no brother burgefs bard of note* 
ffor by corruption gain' d one critick's vote. t 

Too proud to beg* to modeft to demand* 
By merit only would he fall or ftand: 
Nor enmity nor friend/hip interfering* 
He only ajks a fair and candid hearing. 
If* after that* you Jhould with/corn rejefl him* 1 
Or make one bonejt Jcruple to elect him* 
Hell lay hit unadvijed Jcheme afide* 
Jnd frankly own himfelf not qualifier 
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band. " ','' x " * • " ""' 



JMsncrah ' 



4S %fie any thing in *ke$*pet$i Battifter?— . 

Furn. Nothing bat medical noftruois, and lifts of 
idle .company at tbefe watering places. ~ One would 
think the rirhalc kingdom was infe&ed with th* 
plague* [<?;#/*g Mineral the ntws-pqpeto 

Mm, With two at feaft* credulity, and diffipauon. 

jRw*. By both/which, dodor we thrive, arid have 
therefore no teafan to complain: 

Mm. I don't know that ;— they are ufeful indeed ; ^ 
to you liberal adventurers* who depend on the doc- i&- 
tririe of chances* 
* ■ 
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jL-Btrn^ Ay, and to you medical adventurers t&aO- 

The ftra&ice of phyfick depends as much on the 

^do&rine of chances as that of gaming. Befidea,. cre- 

^Tity breeds quacks, as diffipauon defwrgamefters^ 

and both may become too general for us regular 

pra&itioners. 

Min. They, may fo; — but youfeem, Barrifter, to 
have thrown up the cards, with regard to public 
parties at leaft *— you .plajra hi&her game, I fiippofe^ 
in private ; eh! — 

Furn. Why, faith, cards and dice are but paultry 
tools in the hands of a real artift. The jpaffions and 
fGbltfpef toa^incl are^nbr 6iiT|*n^pie efte&flal,* -'\j$t 
more entertaining implements. 

Min. True,— but you can play upon them at the 
card-table -, I have ieen you do it, Barrifter j, Thaye 
feenyoudoifc 

Furn. Whas, when ycaj ^ere at the fame game r 
do&or ? — - Ah ! You fpidersw the faculty ipin youp 
thread as fine as any of the fraternity; woe be to 
the poor flies that are entaju&d ip youn wob. 

Min.' Nay,, but v& p~hyLcians do let our patients 
^ecwer % ^ ; ,-.. . . . ? • .' ... : V. r '.;...,' ;... • 
% Furnr AyV'fbraetimes j as we gfrxieflersTef novices 
win, and for the fame'reafon* to hook them only 
Pepper iijto play. E|o you r ever cure any body dfc. 
coming xq Bath ? .y - '....., 

Min.Vftiy , t6' Ipe/fure, we; have Tome t^ard to 
the pjclperiyF o£ the corporation. 
; Furm. And. to. ypur > own vdii£tor;--- Every crazy 
sconftitu^ioh.that arrives, becomes lo you phyficfens 
a good annuity ; a copyhold inheritance, of. wjhich 
you are tenants for . life, j Edr your own 'fakfs, there- 
fore^ you jbuB: keep the toctering. tenements ftom 
tumbling. But that's all: if you parch them up to 
fiand 'wind and weather, from feafon to feafon r it is 
ov&itth m you require. A. thorough repair might 
bfing^on a.writotqfftmcnt, andun^oyou.. ; 



% ' ISn. Nay,* Birtifefc'^ ^do1f; r ^*l^or^«i» 

2ou think the faculty quite void of the milk <tf founiak 
irtdireiTs?' 'ttkvft'weTOHatwre? / 

Furn. The milk of Mfaan kinctaefs, ha! ha! hit 
; — Yes, yes, you make* -fine milch cqw'^f p<tor na- 
ture indeed. — ftiK'cam^let us -tear: fttio are o&r ftew 
^comers? : •- ]■ . ; ■*> 

' * M», Ay', let us te?--$Reais the liews^p^sr.}^ 
arrived fince our laft, the duke and ctochefs ofDai%le- 
<rourt ; the earl artd counttfs of Squander-field ; count 
SbleiietjG \ baron Podagra-, lord artd lad^ Birpe ; lord 
Courtly. — O, pray, h not; that he, *ho had fiich ai 
ill run the lad meeting a* New-rtiarket ? f ' 
*- -Piirn: ^ l^e ftiiie ; -^ fix thoufand upon Gimcracfcv 
^and four up*d SiWcr-Lfegs-,— iaich the-turfwas^i 
little cruel to him, confidermg the ftate of his 1 fr- 
-fiances*- - . •• • - 

US*. So, I fappfcfo he has new mortgaged^ K& 
eftate, and is come to take ba revenge of New-mai<fe& 
4-aces, on therms at iMth. ' \* - ^ 

Furn. Bntre nous, do&or, iiis effete 1 #a$ : difegeft 
-before: but let thatgqno fttrthcr. H*i underbHiga- 
tions to his lordfhip, and ha#e th6 honour of his confih- 
^enfee.— MaVe wte-afty niorc of the ri^ht hbnoiirabies? 

Mn: No,— but c<HOrfK>ners, like herrings at Zet- 
land in fco*!s.~£#A*k *£***.} Sir Pe*gH^idViffi, 
and lady; Mr. alderman Lombard;, Mr. MdMii 
Fretful-, the two Mife Drmkwaters-j Matter and 
Mifs Rickefty; and. fc> on, wfrh -Mr. and Mrs; 
flatter and Mifs, to the end of the catalogue.- — Da 
you know any of thefe I have mentioned ? 

Furn. Ye$, the alderman is configned to mej do 
j^u'knowbirii?— ; " y 

Mn. Oh, very well. I was callctf in when he y$& 
•laft at Bath, and found him laid up with the gdiit. 
We fct him upQn his legs agaigr with, difficulty^ m 
a month. But the b^ftcrous'wretch fvvore 'our fees 
were fo exorbitant,* that he would hobble cpoti 
cmtcbes through the ward of.CrippIega:e all his life- 
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time, footer :«jh» be foftcccc^^i^ b]feWy a >*aeN 
^toa^iaChriftc»4om.--- ; 

F«r». Ha, ha, ha! wc& feid Mr. AHerfiwi* yO* 
tnqft kjiow he ha kind pf wift— ttH« » Opn&e down 
now to ftand candidate for a vacant borowghhere ii> the 
Weft : ^to which he isi.gone qyer> v tp j5iew;Jbi6afiflf to 
the conftituents. — He is recommended to me by pur 
old frk;nd Scrutiny Canvafe, df Lincoln Vljin; who 
tells mc the cjwnydgeon rpjls in, wealth, and, 
though covetous as a mifer in any laudable puriuit, is 
lavifh as a prodigal in the. profecution of any abfurd 
projeftpfhis oyn,; at^prefent* if fepms, he is dit 
poled to empty his coffers^ to gee into parifcttn$pt$ fft 
that if money will <;ffeft k» he is in a fair way c*f be- 
coming ft limb pf Uie legislative body of Greats 
Britain. t , t . , 

Afii. And a lame one he is likely to prove $ howr 
jpver, I wi|h ypu^ecefc wi& hWi-^-^-^g^d^hePB he 
cpmei— / .j • * . 

Furn. As I expe&ed. . J3e w#a tp m#t me h^r^ 
ion his return, to fettle the bufinefs of the ctnvafs. . 

M*. Vf?l\ jr^ 1 4wW only jsft jenew my ascufamfr 
ance, and take leave pfyw« t v - : . ;.<_• ;.. 

jffcra. Nay* I beliqvp you need not withdraw, r J 

Shall affect no fecrets ^ for wh^n^ver a mart wants to 

fake dje/adva^t^of JpM»^ f|p?e(k mode pf d*r 

f eption is the appearance of bpenneft and plajnrdcaKng, 

'.-... [Mineral writ; ft ifafaffr efjbejijge an$ 

puts tbeflcwspafirinfiispctket* . 

£»//r Jjdtrma* Lombard, * ; 

jtorir, Nfr. Alderman,' your humble fervant.— . r 
Lcmb. Oh! counfellor V your feryar>t. — —Well I 

Jjara — but — [fehg Mmrpl] ypy ace not alone, J 

ice. 

JBtf*. Only a particular friend <>f mine, and J fin$ 

in $d ^<y»in!^^ > 



the wmcmrDf wars: % 

»• lM«[hn^.f*yofarg\ 'l/h. Lombard ydw moft 
#bfcquiou$. — 1 hope I have the fatisfe&iof} to fee to* 
well. 

Lmt. •Ob, your foifcfttv dofitor* y<W# ferfcmt— • 
Toferably will, I tfcttk yto«* iftfr fi0pp6itti>safe pretty 
ftmit at preens, if yoi* cm regp «vy Citfcfoaidf* from 
Acting that,— I do from feeling it, I affure ypd. ; 

[StampsJliMtiyMtbigmnd. 

JWi*/ And i fioifar hearing it, beli*** me, Mr, 
Alderman * 

Z4ot£. Indeed, do&or, I can't; but' $6 cdmplf- 
pnents.**! don't ratae d> Baft thtetifiOeto be made 
jbch* fool of aa I wis the lift., 
> Mm [Jfifc} It wtH be well fcr you if ytm 4rc itot 
made a *<pfe, coofideritig how roach Jitter teadfe 
you hrive fjalkn into, 

- Ltmfc Wcro'd yotf thinly it, Squire i^iwral, wheit 
I was here two yem tgo, 1^ worthy p^icftfr and 
Jits aHbciate* had the canfcicrtce to fttfee Above a hbn r 
dted guineas of me, only for coming this eramp out 
f£ my gteat toe; - •• ,. c 

Af?». A violent paroxyfm of the goiit. ^ , ,v ; ji 

£**#. You g*ve it that formid^le^ime ; indeed, 

>fo enhance the merit of your prefcriptions ; brfc 

what did you adbfioiltaf to* a dofcfcrt or two of in- 

Jfwcent flip. (Jap* and a4 many gaUbw of m%4 

^vamowatec? ^ - -'*' .• / • 

Fxrtt 4 Nothing more! 

Mih. 6h r Sir \ Mr. Larnbaitfi Wa# £ bad cafe, A 
very bad cafe indeed! we had frequent- cbnfqhttion* 
pf the faculty upon it; 

hmb. Yesj yes, my cafe was a bad fine fure enough* 
for, while you and your accomplices had youMtinU & 
;my purfe, and. merited the- difc^Une of the hdri&» 
pond, you hurried me without mercy -tti^be duckVJ 
^nd punip'd like a pick-pocket. *• *■" •.".*' 

Mm.. You are pleafed to be ftrcfiftifcal, Mr; Lon£ 
fe^id* but when the 6t returns, Itfhatt find you of a 

. different 
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mm ff pubfe Ypicit, «r whofe motto u Dbfee «£ 
decorum— 

t Jbtmb, ^rfr Q |«ri^ TnoTpm^ Hal Mr, FunwraL 
/tyi 1 rqnfanber the paftgp*— I 1ia*e conftrued k 
famAf it^fercham-Tajlork *->-tho% fay thfe way, f 
remember I thought it mighty fifly, «ra in thofe 
days* Die for one's country f ha, ha, Jiaf— That 
might be patriotifm among libt ancient Roman* ; bat 
we modern patriots live upon our country* Mr. Fur- 
niyal. Ha, ha, ha! 

Furn. Ha, ha, ha! verjr well, very »e!l* indeed, 
Mr,X$n?bard.---Bm, as to me a of your ontagonift's 
profeflkin, they are boupd in honour, j*ou know, 4$ 
tfk«tfce^GrdafxsmmK*ndw"rt^ . 

-.. bowk* Right* jcouafeflbr, rightj—Bat wl|at~4i£ 
h#6 a reg^aM^--ieisa colonel, J think! ' ' 

fym. ; A bkjody^muided <x>tockjl^ I nflta* you, Mr. 
Lotntwrri v- one who makes k 4ms tooaft, that be it 
tody toipdl thp^dwpift h* vebs t -» defence of 
few coflftituenAs. He^l Weed for 'etiv Mr. Lorn* 
tad. : I ■••:■... •.:;!.,:; ...,:.-..' > 

\ £«»£. Biecd#r thejnl Ha* ha,*af Yes, jm* he 
tnuft bleed fdritJMD* «nid *fcat -pretty freely tocj, 4c« 
p&c tell -ihiaMf-hc intends *o£and>thd pott*Mck'i*e*^* 
Sutftay, bereVcooipMy coming: Aippodc we adjourti - 
to my lodgings, and there fettle -our ^w^f twfifttfs; 
: JFfcri*/ Of odjmhc* Sir, adfohaiie natter. ' 
i Lmb. Wish all my heart. ; - [Extanti 

i. : Mnttr NarciflSt ^ Sophia. \ \- •/ 

* /fan:. So, cdufin Sophy i yoar papa, 1 ibd, <i< 
arrived :at Bath ; we ifaall now fee what account yon 
will give of yourfelf, for haVmgjContnufted a ^iolMit 
mclbatioa for. a j»a»- without his knowledge^ and 
that too for a man whom he dcrertfawi ?. - 

. Soph, I towtaZb a violent incfirmriort Hr.a frian, 
Narcifla ! what, I fuppc^e,;ibeca3ufe-Gotohel Carapljr 
has repeated his vifits pr?t^y fwquently^ofJat^i . 
:..... If art* 
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Narc. Nay, nay, it is too late to retraft now. It is 
to no purpofe to play the prude with me, or the co- 
quet with him any longer. Have not you faid an 
hundred times, that you preferred colonel Camply to 
all the men in the world ? 

Soph. I muft have talked in my deep then, Nar- 
ciffa : for I am certain my tongue neyer fo betrayed 
my heart .while I was.waking. 

Narc. Oho ! you confefs, then, it wouM have be- 
trayed your heart, if it had talked fo. Ah ! coufin 
Sophy! 

Sopb. Plhaw, that's provoking now. 

Natc.\ Ha, ha, ha ! a little flip of that fam« 
tongue, my 4 car - — But^ make yourfelf eafy ; for 
waking or (keping, I believe it is very innocent of 
betraying your regard for colonel Camply, my in- 
formation is founded on better authority, I aflure 
you,. Thofe fpeaking eyes of yours, Sophy, ate 
apter tell-tales.— What you reckon nothing, it feems, 
on the fignificant nods, cxpreffive fmiles, and Ian* 
gushing looks, the colonel and you 'have been re-* 
ciprocally exchanging, thefe three months paft:. — * 

Soph. Go, go, you are a giddy girl, Narrififa. 

Narc. And you a fober, ftay'd, prudent; uama*- 
ried gentlewoman, jiift turn'd of twenty ! Prithee 
caft off this formality of countenance* and leave it 
, to the wear of mincing abigails, and maiden aunts, 
with .their other weather-beaten remnants .of anti- 
quity. . I tell you it does not at all become a girl 
hardly out of her teens, and little older than myfelf. 
Believe me, thofe who.affeft to be grave when they 
are young, will be glad to be merry wheni they are 
old ; excufe pie, my dear, but I am a little in fpirits 
this corning. . .-.. , 

Sopb. Indeed you have always an aftonifhirig flow 
of them. 

Narc. Have not I ?, — Well, but come ? How h 
it tQ.be ?, The colonel will break the. matter, I fup- 
jpofe, to your father \ 'the bargain will.be ftruck, t£e 
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match huftled op, cloatbs bought, jewels presented, 
and the day fix'd immediately . I (haH be all imp*- 
lie nee till it be fettled* and we Hand upitodonce at 
,your wedding, I have hat had a country dance^ no 
not this half century, as lady Pedigree lays/ 
•• Sopfr. And yet this Uufihefv which yotf ftem to 
have difpatched fo expeditioufly, may be longer iti 
fettling than you imagine, if, indeed, it be ever 
.fettled at ill. - v . .. , 

t . jyisr*. Heyday \ What's aih£ matter new ? Your 
lover *and you are, I am fare* fo far agreed, that 
you need only telLeiach other ydar minds-, iJVjrou 
-Jrave not done it already. . He has a fine fortune of 
his own, and is fatisfied with yoor$, though 80t U 
.penny be added to your grandfather's legacy. And 
then your papa,, who loves you fcKtendefly as to ftfe 
you once a year, and write toi yctu by fomeof his 
clerks once a quarter, will hardly, plead patemil 
^ondnefs, to keep you longer on hb^hantfa. 
~ Soph. I don't know how 4 1 will toe. There is Kfte 
lo be a ftrarige revolution m my fathers affairs* I 

learn he is going to be married himfclf. } 

Narc. Himfclf ! well, but I h^pe he?llbefo §ood 

as to fee you married firft. - - 
'*.... Supb. r At the* fame time, I fuppofe, my dear, to 
:faye charges; for I bear he has partly ttlade up * 
,«iatchfdr me with fi>me:m>ble lord. 1 -- [&£&♦ 

Narc. And do you figh for thftt^ Sophy? NoW 
.for my part, were Tin your cafe, I fho^ild tbink 1c 
. mighty clever 5 that is, on a fuppofitkm the lotfd 

were deferving of the lady. For as you have no 

violent inclination, you foiow, for colonel Camply, 
, it Lj an eafy matter to bneak through a flight one for 

a private gentleman, in favour of a peer. — O gad, 
vthat I had but an independent fortune of thirty thou- 

fand pounds, as you have, and that two or three of 

thefe lords wou'd pay theit court ttf me \ - 
Soph. Why, what wbu'd you do? WouM y<H* 

have one of them ? X 
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Narr. Yes, if I ttk'd them well enough. Other- 
wife I fhould bc»4pt £<ritew my fclf a daughter of Eve, 
and repeat the firft fin of difobedience, if any father 
of mine fhouid take upon hinvto know what Hik'd 
better than I did myfelf. But why do I talk?— 
Poor I! thf* ^n d^pcndciU, and can expert barely 
half jhat fum— > 

Soph. Have yet a vifcouht for one admirer, and a 
commoner for another, worth e'er a lord of them 
all 

Nan. I don't fay that.-r-I haye not the vanity to 
.compare Mr; Mclmotfv tny Sir Frederic that may 
be, to the flower of the Britilh nobility i tho' I otynt 
I wovkl^ot exchange him for the bed of the bunch 
-of b4ronets>— But yonder comes the colonel, in his 
ufual forrowful faunter, with his hands in his bofow, 
and fuclra penitential countenance ! What, in the name 
of wonder, -gap be the matter with him now ? Htyi 
you a quarrel with him toft- night ? Did he win of you 
at cards, tear the mqijot of your fan, tread upon the 
train pf your new feck, or make a loud whifper ofa 
fccret that ha6 been purblicJy talked of among your 
•acquaintance for thefe fopr months ? 

Softy. Prithee, what can itbat be,'Ngrciffa ? 

Nitre. Oh \ the old itpry, ftan's conftancy and 
woman's caprice, the fubjed of half the love fongs 
and halfpenny ballads .that has been chanted fince 
Cupid, was an arch wag, and his mother ^n errant 
jilt. Upon my word, Sophy, you fomecimes treat 
that .poor gentleman very ill \ and if you don't be- 
have more confidently, I will as furely tell him, as 
• it , is true, that .your cruelty : is all affe&ed ; that yofx 
are as much in love with him, as he is with you; 
and, in fhorc, that you doat on him toabfurdity. — • 
Therefore look to it, Sophy, look- to-it* - [Exit. 

Sepb. Go thy ways, my ch<?atful, ; chatty, agree- 
able coufin. 

C 2 ~\, JSntet 
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Enter Colonel Camply. 

Soph. Good morrow, colonel. . ' 

Camp. My deareft Sophia, good mdrrbw^ 
%£. You look grave, Mr. Camply.— \Afide!\ 
But I guefs the reafon, and will, for once, divert 

• myfclf with it. 

• Camp. It is impoflible I fhould not be concerned at 
every accident that throws an obftacle in the way be- 

' tween me and my Sophia. 

Soph. Oh, Sir* bbftacles are to be ftirmoimted ;— 
the more difficulty, the more honour. - ; 

Camp. Yes, Madam, and the more danger too. 
'* Soph. O fie, colonel! a foldier and apprehenfivc 
oF danger ! ■'*.'. 

Camp. Of whatever I may be apprehenfivc, Ma- 
dam, 1 fear hone, but that of lofing you.* • 

Soph. And is there any danger of that ? Methinks 
I fhould be glad of an accident of that kind, that I 

• might fee how gallantly you wou'd behave on the 6c- 
- cafion. For, to fay the truth, I have been fo fearing 

of giving you trouble, colonel, that, if I ihould 

yield fb, I am afraid you would hardly fet ahy ftore 
: by what coft you fo very, very little pains in the ac- 

quifkion, 

Cam. How can you take a delight, Sophia, in 

giving pain to a heart fo intirely devoted to your 
; pleafure ? - 

• Soph. Poor heart! well, come, tell us its griev- 
ance. What is the matter with it ? What are thefe 
dreadful obftacles you talk of? Are they /of my 

•raifing? ' * 

Camp. No, my deareft Sophia, I have fo much 

confidence in your generofity, that I believe I fliould 

not . be much *. uneafy at any. difficulties of your 

. ftarti ng'. ,. • • 

Sopb. Indeed that is tolerably prefuming, however, 

colonel, and confident enough in all confeience. 

Yet, 
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Yet, whatever you may think, "Sir, thole obftacles 
wou'd be the hardeflr for you to remove, I allure you; 
and, you may depend on it, -twill be your own faulty 
if any difficulties, thro wh in the way by others, prove 
either formidable or dangerous. ; " 

Camp. Kind, generous Sophia! a thoufand times 
let me thank thee for that afftirance; [Seizes her 
band, and eagerly kijfes if.] Oh! how this declaration 
revives me ! • 

Soph. Well then, colonel, as ycju are now come 
to yourfelf again, tell me plainly what's the matter. 
You have been already with my father, I fup- 
pofe ? 

Camp. No, Madam ; but- I -purpofe to do myfelf 
that honour to-morrow-, tho'it *V probable, from 
what I have heard to-day, it will be to no manner 
bfpurpofe; • /r:\ i ' .v.**. 

Soph. What, you have heard, I fuppofei that he 
intends to marry me to a title. : , . 

Camp. I have, Sophia ; and this piece of intelli- 
gence is attended with that of another unlucky cir r 
cumftahce : Mr. Lombard is; come dowp £o canyafe 
in the borough for which I have, declared myfelf a 
candidate. 

Sepb. Call you that an unlucky cirqumftknee ? If 
you have a mind to take any advantage of it, it may, 
on the contrary, prove a lucky one -, for if I know 
any thing of my father, he will certainly give up to 
you all his authority over his daughter Sophy, if you 
wiH'give up to him all your intereft in the borough 
of Gluttonbury. — And, indeed, ncrw? I thinjc on't, 

* you are rather too young, colonel, for a fenator.— 
Befides, 1 ihould not chufe to have a hufband taken 
up with the bufinefs of the nation, when he (hould 

- be employed in mine. 
Camp. Sophia! 
Soph. It feems as if you intended to be no longer 

♦ my humble, fervant, when you are'fo ready tcf enter 
fnto the fervice of your conftituents* 

1 Camp. 
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Camp. By heavens, \Mktam, if you require it— - 
. $gpb* You'd give up your country for your roit- 
trefc, 1 fuppofe, — I thank you, Sir-*-No* no, qoJo- 
*el» I did but jeft with you * I am not fo unreaibn- 
able as that comes to neither. Here's my hand $ I 
Jiavft made my ele&ion 5 do you go and do your 
•bed to make fare of yours»— or, flay, I was juft go- 
ing to take my chocolate j WiH you drinjcadifh 
before you go? " . ; 

. Camp. With pleafurc; Madarjh~My deareft So- 
cial— [Exwit* 



Enter Afn/Mifdniay i«iNarcifla. . •" . N . 

TV^rr. Blefs me, mama, what harm can there be 
-ft'thtf itidulgencfe of a litde harmlcfs mirth? Is it 
poffiWe my chcarftjlhefe can give any body offence ?' 
• "Mrs. MM. A am fearful, my dear, left it fhould 
oficnd nobody (b much as yourfel£ When" I was Of 
>your age, I was * juft fuch another wild " unthinking 
♦thing as you are. Carelefs of cenfutie, and pre- 
sumptuous that while F preferred my innocence, -I 
•infght laugh at decorum, afi mere formality; but 
the world is Come to fuch a pafs; Narciffa, that vir- 
tue itfelf is often of lels cbnfequence to the peace ind 
<fc^>pitiefs bf our Kves than the appearance of it. It 
*is not enough to be innocertt, uolcfs we feem To. * 
» Narc. And in what do 1 appear fo heiftoufly 
tguiity, madam ? In laughing at the. rueful dejedHon 
-of the poor colonel, or in giving "encouragement ijp 
'the addrefles of Mr, Melmbth, to whoni you have 
'never before made any obje&ion. * 

Mrs. Mid. It is true, my dear, t Thave hitherto 

made none, becaufe I wou*d not affiime too^great an 

' influence "over you, in making a choice of to much 

*' importance 
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iniportanc^ t»thc fotme ha^incftttf ymxrlift* But 
I ihouUbut ill difchargp the duty of a mother, Nat* 
dflkv if I did not contefs, and that without any par* 
ticular obje&ion to Mr. Melmoth, that I think y<m 
^rould bft much happier tokh my lord Courtly, who 
hath made die faireft offers, aad of whofe regard far 
you, I am now mote than evbr convinced. 

Nate. I am obliged td lord Courtly, Madam, for 
Jiis good opinion of me; and under other epeum*- 
Asncas be .might poflibly have had Ids reafon to com* 
plain of my indifference* / 

Mn*Mtld. Welt, my dear, I only fjpeak my fen- 
timents. I have no objection to your engaging the 
4ffediions or encouraging the addrefles of any de- 
fervinjr tover ; but I tmift fnfifl on your indulging 
yourfelf left in raillery, at the expence of your 
•frfeftda.. 7 

Nau. But I.fljqn'd think, Madam, one** friends 

would be the leaft apt to take offence* and that the 

thndta^ibur you ODniplarn oif might be a good method 

-to put their ftiendlhSp, to the proof* .• 

. Mrs. Mid. Then, you think wrong, Marcifla. I 

know, by woful eEperience, the danger of trifling 

with a heart, rtfct Jovcs one. It was this fetal indif- 

craion in Sk that^jpve rife to a gcoundiefs jcalou^f 

in the breaft of *he fondeft of hufbands, and d«- 

< prived you of the tender affe&ions of a father. 

Narc. I am happy, Madam, in having that lofc 
fo well fupplied' by yours, that I never felt it * but, 
my dear mama, why do you fo often touch of late 
on this fubjeft? You know it always makes you 
labeJangholy.— If my father were living, indeed 1*~ 
but that is furely itnpofiiole. > 

Mrs. Mild. And yet I know not of a certainty that 
he is dead • tho* I own 'tis moft probable, as I learned 
he embarked ,for India near twelve years ago, and, 
as I before have told you, I have not once hevfl of 
him fince. 
* ^ • Narc. 
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2::9fott* iWhat jjaty, Madam, you did not retain his 
narite J /for now,;cif-. even living, and anxious, for re- 
conprhation, his .pKiencc might be exhauftcd in fruit- 
kfe inquiries' aflaet< you. ./<:;:• 
i ^Mr^ Mild: Under the forgotten name "of Wild* 
mart I True, Narcifla ; but. your rigid uncle, to whole 
kindnefs w£ are .neverthclefs indebted honour whole 
fortune,' fo hjghly refcnttd ; your father's injurious 
ufageof.me, that he infifted on my renouncing the 
•name, and» if poffible v even the memory, of a man 
who had fo cruelly wronged me. : . , : 

r iNarc. :Anc£yec:IhBiYe heard yqu fay, my father was 
•not^altogether to bkme. : -:V c ; i . \ j. .?:•:.:;:!: 
-.. Mrs. Mid. No/.mydtarNarcif&.. It isthertctik 
;Ic&ibn. of ; the Ihare I had in contributing' to that 
fatal Tcparatipn thatdiftreijcs.me; .It is.that which 
makes me loot upon your union with Frederic Met* 
anrnh, uhder c the' iddft, fearful 'apptehenfions, left a 
: fimilar difpoQtbij' to mine, ihou'd make yw fall into 
iihe. Jame . erf ors.^-HGobd heav'n b what wou'd havfe 
become of us, if my relations, fdtisfied of the inno- 
cence of my.condudt, had not forgiven its abfurdity, 
;and;continued their protcdlion to me after the depar- 
ture: of Mr. .WHdman !*— unhappy Wildman! fond, 
\fearicic man !^-And yet favoured as;I ifive, been ever 
-by iteri^ .hovr.'have I fince .lived in the eye of the 
world I— in a. ftate of folitary, negle&ed,. doubtful 
;tvfcio#rhood ! — rl;ha^l once 4 fpn too, .and you a bro- 
t thdr $ :but whetbflr]he be living, oti lfcft to* us for ever, 
:w2ch\fais father, beav'n only .knows. . 
:._ :N<$rc. N*y» my dear .mama, you now carry your 
^fitrmifes .too f^r.;. 5Cou certainly do us wrong to in- 
dulge your "melancholy, .as I my chearfulnefs. 
: ' Mrs: Mild. 1 cannot help it, Narcifla. In you my 
* hopes are now all centered. Let mc. not be deprived 
, of the only comfort left me, in the profped of your 
happiaefs. , 

. .-.- flare. 



£tfE ■Wl©OW. i p i /W.|Pft 17 

Hare. Be allured, mama, that if it depend on me, 
-you (hall not I will check the vivacity of my tem- 
per, and be more on the referve. 

Mrs. Mtld. Do* my dear, and in return be aflured, 
that I fhall be nafarther an advacateibr lord Courtly, 
than his merit will juftify. But you muft excufe my 
jftill indHlgipg a wilh, tjiat you had lefs partiality for 
young Melmoth. 

Hare. Indeed* madam, he is poffefled of fo much 
goodnefs of heart, that I-flaou'd hope it out of his power 
to make a bad hufband. 

Mrs. Mid. I hope fo too : but the goodnefs of a 
man's heart, Naroifia, is not always a Efficient guard 
againft the impetuofity of his paffipns ; witnefs your 
unhappy father* 

•- Narc. Pray* mama, no more* I beg of you.— »— « 
Let us join the colonel and my coufin Sophy.— 

Mn. Mid. I have done, my dear, — lead the way. 

[Exeunt] 



End of the First Act. 
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^CENE I. Young MelmothV lodgings. 
Enter Lombard,- followed by a fervant in livery* 

Lombard, (as be- enters) ' 

-^OT know whether your mailer be at home ! 

Sefv. Mr. Syllogifm, his gentleman, is at home t 
Sir/ . ' *- 

t Lqmb. His gentleman! eh !— What the fupercili- 
ous coxcomb with the ftarch phyz, that called at my 

Jocfgirigs this morning, I fuppofe. An affe&ed, 

formal rafcal ! 1 had a good mind to have broken 

his head, for the flippancy of his tongue, and the im- 
pertinent gravity of his countenance j well ! fend 

him to me then. 

Serv. Here Mr. Syllogifm comes, Sir. , [Exit. 

Enter Syllogifm. 

Lomb. Is your mafter within, fellow ? 

Syllog. Sir, my godfathers gave me .a> name, and 
you fee I w£ar my own livery.* 

Lomb. But you have a mafter notwitbftanding •, 
fuch a one as he is. 

Syllog. True, Sir, fuch as he is ; talis qualis ; herus, 
no^magifter, nee preceptor. He learned more of me 
than of his tutor, and is too grateful to treat me as a 
menial. 

Lomb: Zounds, Sir, was not you at my lodgings 
an hoyr ago, with a draught from Frederic Mel- 
moth ?«— -Don't you ferve him ? 

Syllog. 
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Syllog. Faithfully, and all his fecrets keep. 

Lomb. Is it a iecret then if he be within ? 
r Syllog. Nofte, Sir, unlefs he were within, and then 
there might be a doubt whether he was within or 
no. But when he is a&ually gone out, Sir, there's 
no miftery in .the cafe; it is clear as (jay-light that 

hue is not at home. 

• Lomb. What pedantic puppy, are you! Some 
catch-penny cafuilt that ourypung fpendthrift picked 
up among the ftarving book* worms at college, I fifp- 
pofe. 

Syllog. I was indeed a fervitpr at Brazen-Ngfeiwhen 
Mr, Melmoth was gnatriculated. 

Lomb. And was expelled for a pimp, wheo he was 
fufticated for a rake : ha ! 

Syllog. I can't deny, Sir, that I took more to him 
than either of us did to our books ; and, being thought 
too diforderly tp enter into orders, I determined to 
abandon fliort commons and the claflkks, to follow the 
fortunes of my young matter. That, Sir, is my 
hiftory. 

Lomb. And foyou may novrdsfcryedly ftarve to- 
gether. Tell your matter that from me. 

Syllog. I hope y Sir, you are not going. .-: If is fo 

very civil a meffage, that 1 fhould take it as a parti- 
cular favour if you might be prevailed on to ftay a 
minute or twa, and tell him yourfelf.-^rl expert him 
in every moment to drejs : fo that if your wprfhip 
pleafes to ftep into the next room, and juft fit down * 
little.— 

Lomb. Ithink I will : as I have fomething to fay 
to him,— -[-^fe.]— that may prevent his troubling me 
with any more of his draughts. [Exit. 

Syllog. Now, i"f*ny thing fhould have touched the 
iieart of this old Turk, and fent him hither with-the 
money for the bill he refufed to accept juft now.— 
put,— Oh* here' pomes my patter. 

D % Enter. 
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JLnUr Young Melmoth. 

T. Metnt. Well, Syllogifm, have y6u preferred th$ 
draught, with my compliments, to atderman Lombard, 
as I ordered you ? 

Syllog. Yes, Sir; and he accepted the c6rhp!iment$ 
civilly enough, but the draught kfelf he has churlishly 
protefted. 

T.Melm. Protefted! Jiow? , < ' . 

Syllog. Why, Sir, he protefted he would riot jj>ay it; 
and though there was no notary by, I an* afraid he 
will be as good as his word, 

T, Melm, Impertinent ! This covetous old fellow 
fcan't bear the thoughts of my (pending my father's 
money^ though he get? fo much per cent for its 
tetpitwnce. Did you tell him I was under an imrae* 
diate neceffity for it ? \ , 

Syllog. I did,. Sir : and for that reafon he faid* it he 
}&d no other, he would not accept it, 
- T. Melfn. What can the penurious old fcoundrel 
mean ? i , ,.-•.- 

Syllog. So ^thought to myfelf, Sir, exa&ty ! What 
can. this penurious old fcoundrel mean, thought I.—* 
feut to lave us both the trouble bf gueflipg, Sir ? fup? 

?- ofe we aflc hifp : he is but in jthfe neyt room, waiting 
our hon6ur-s return.- ' , 

T. M$fy. Why did you not tell me that before ? 
<3o andaltet him know I am here. \Exit Syjlogifm.] 
What caft have brought the churl hither? gpoq man- 
ners, or ill nature ? It muft be the- latter j for pf th? 
former, hie has not a fingle jgrain.— . '- \ 

Re~enttr Lombard and Syllogifiri, 
Lomb. Well, young gentleman- 



ly Melm.- 1 think not quite fo well, old gentleman. 
You refufed, it feems, to pay the bill i arew Upon 
jfftu {his morning. 5 , , 

Lontbf 
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Lamb. I drd fo •, and fliall refufe to pay any othei? 
you may draw in the afternoon, 

7*. Afe/w. Come, come* Mr. Alderman, you may 
think ydu are a&ing the part of my father's friend in 
fhefe indirect erideavdurs to reftrain, what you are 
pleafed to call* my extravagance. But if 1 know any 
thing Of his dii|)dliti6nV from the tenour of his corre- 
spondence with me, he'll not think, himfelf obliged 
to you for reducing me to the necefiity of applying 
elfewhere for the fupplies requifite to fuppdrt the 
cfiaM&er of a gentleman. 

Lomb. Your father's friend ! No, Sir, I a& as 
fny own friend * a$ you ought to do, arid as every 
wife man will.do.-^-Thq pharadter of a gentleman ! 
t fholild be gfedtd know bovy mahy cent, per-annum 
jour taddefty thinks neceitary to the fupport of this 
fine chara&er. It is not a ntonth fince you drew for the 
iaft fire hundred, and now you are prefled for another. 
By the etfgenqe of the prefent demand, indeed, this 
jftiotj'd feed* deftined to ftop fo'me gaming gap; to 
pay fonje debt of honour ; that, right or wrong, muff 
be inftantty difchafgedi to fupport the chara&er of a 
jgeritleiban. 

* '"'#. lUelm. It 1% in part,* Sir-, therefore, without any 
more words, let me have the -money •, or a bill upon 
ydur houfe in London may do as well. 
"^ Lomb. May it, Sir? But for the. future you will 
pleafe .to discharge your debts of honour wUh your 
6wn bills of credit.—— To be plain with you, v youngj 
man, I am very forry your father did not take my 
advice, in having you bred up to fome creditably 
employment.— Had you condercendecj to have been 
one of my clerks, you might, by conftantly fingering 
jbf money for feven years together, have learned the 
value of ijt.— *-Or, had you been bound apprentice 

to- 

] r.AMm. Sir!—- ." 

Lomb: 1 fay; Sir, had you been brought up to any 
fcrofeffion bijt that idle and unprofitable one of a 

gentleman, 
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gentleman, as you call it, you might have had * 
proper refource when any finifter accident had befalkp 
you. 

Y. Melm. What accident then hath befallen me ? . 
1 ' Lomb. Oh, none but vyhat is very natural. — -r-Sir 
Jdhri Melmoth, your father, is dead. 

Y. Melm. My father dead!— ~ I am forry for 
it. . f . / .' .'/ 

Lomb. You have reafon i for he hath," wif h great 
juftice, cut you off with a ftiilling. 
" Y: Mslm. You aftonifh me ! —But it cannot be.— 
Pll not believe it. . 

{ Syllog. {Afide'l Nor I— < for if^oes notTeein to be 
orthodox. * . V 

Lomb. You may, Sir: I have feen the iropy of his 
will: which hath been duly authenticated, and by 
which he hath bequeathed hi§ whole fortune to the 
lady, his fecond wife $ to wjjpm lie was 'married fome 
time before his deceafei 

Y. Mtlto* Married again ! Bequeathe^ .his jwhole 
fdtftine to his wife 1 and forgot his fon 1 

tomb. Forgot him ! No, no. Did not I, fell you he 
hac! remembered him in a 'very moderater v bequeft $ 
which is exprefsly juftified by the n*e^tea'cif his fffq* 
filgate chara&er. , 

1 Y. Melm. Profligate 1 So then I am reduced to 
beggary by your malicious mifreprefentations of my 
condu&l What a wicked, vile, incendiary 1/ 
' Lomb. Nay, nay, young man, don't be abufivei 
and call names. Don't put yourfelf in a paflion.— * 
To convince you I am more your friend than you are 
difpofed to think me, I will recommend you to the 
favour of lady Melmoth, your mother-in-law | who 
ts returned to England, and has put the management 
*>f her affairs into my hands. Nay, with her ladyt 
ihip's good leave, 1 may probably foon ftahd in a 
nearer relation to you myfelf than you .are aware £>f : 
in wkich cafe, I Qiall take proper care of you, on ybur 

good behaviour : in the mean tin^e, as you aij? 

fliort 
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fliort of cafh, there, — there's a note for a hundred.' 
But' no more five hundreds to pay gaming debts 

jajid fupport the character of a gentleman. Mark! 

that. 

T. Melm. [Taking the npte> and throwing it contempt 
tuoufty on the ground.] And there, Sir ; take your 
paultry paper again. I fcorn to be obliged to a man 
who has a&ed by me lb bale, fo villainous, a part. — : 
No, Sir 5 if what you have told me be true, I muft* 
bear my misfortune as I may. Yet even then I hope 
to find friends, that will fet me above being indebted 
to my-greateft enemy. 

[Walks about in great agitation. 

• Lomfr. Nay, if you are fo proud and prodigal as 

that comes to— to throw bank-bills under foot, I have 

clone with you. ' 

[Stoops to pick up the note, in the mean time, 

. . Syllogifrp, who flood behind, fnatcbej it up, 

and makes him a low bow. 

Syliog. Excufe me, Sir; your worfhip feems to 
mifunderftand us here a little. My matter by no 
means intended you fhould take the trouble to ftoop 
fo low ; he would not affront you fo much, Sir. The 
truth of the, matter is, he nqver carrjes fad* trtffing 
bits of paper as thefe in his pockets, for fear of flirt- 
ing them out with his handkerchief. The conferva- 
tion of thefe, Sir, is my duty, as his puffe-bearer. 
Depend on it, . 1*11 take proper care of it. Teftudo 
intra tegumen tuta eft. 

[Putting up the note in bis pocket-book; 

Lomb. Well, well ; as icis the laft you are likely 
to receive, and I can place it to account, I leave you 
to make your beft of it. LE*t*z 

Syliog. [Toung Melmoth flill walking about in great 
agitation.'] Ha! gone ! and left the note behind! — 
Let us .fee if it be no impofture ; no (ham upon us; 
— No,-rrGood as the Bank itfelf. — Now do I (hrewdly 
fijfpeft that all this old fellow has been telling us is 
agftcjryphal, if not a downright lie. Would xhis ten^ 
'- V + per- 
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S recent Mammon eifefo readily, trufl: a difiaberifett 
sndthrift with an hundred pounds, on flip . mer$ 
verbal fecurity of his ^ valet-de-chambre ?—-This ftory 
is certainly trumped upi co carry on fome fcheme oT 
§ir John's, to reftrain the .extravagance pf Wsfon. 
•r-He iias a mind, I fupppfc, jto make the youngftef 
bite on- the bridle a bit*^— «Egad r a laXiclable defigp 1 
wd it cannot be for my jntpreft, or his, tq fpoil the 
pro^ft. { :\$4t* 

T* Melm. [Throwing himfilf into a chair J] Dead ! 
my father dead ! 

Syllog. [Afuie.] He takes it fadly to heart. But as 
there is certainly nothing in tbe ftory, I'll venture to 
tumour it, without taking part in his -afflictions. 
{To young Mclmotb.] Dead> Sir ! and cut yQur/konour 
off with a (hilling ! , . , 

T. Mdm. [Starting up* *n4 walking afrouS.') It is 
impoflible ! ^ 

'Syllog. Impoffible! To be JTure,/Sir, if is irnp^fibte 
for anaap to die ! Suck a.thinj^never happens : the 
gr^ve- rails in the church-yard, and the tombs iq thq 
abby are all lyars. Haud dilputandurn eft. Indeed, 
fathersdofometimes cutoff their Ions with a Gulling* 
Mine did fo by me, t t - t " . ".. : 

T f '$feim. t Prithee hold thy peace. I am.ifnplcj^ 
at your infcnfibility. But if my ruin icafcnot *&&$ 
you, fure your own might * ^hich- is invoice} W 

Syllog. Believe me, Sir, I "am very fdrrythatjour^ 
ihould be fo Unhappily' conne&ed ; -but it would be 
impertinent in me to repine at being found in Rich 
good company. . t , ? 

T s fAelm. fceafe your ribaldry :. I am inno dilpp-j 
ficion to bear* with it. — " * « 

Syllog. I wifh with all my heart you were, Sir* yoi$ 
woujd be in a better temper. But 1 Ngyourpardpnj 
I only meant to diYjert your melancholy. . _ 

. ; T. Melm. What an unfeeling mortal \~[Aknociki£ 
without. 1 — See who knocks there. * 

Syllog. 
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. Sylkg. Is your honour pleafed to be at home* 
-Sir? 

T. Mdm. To colonel Cartiply only. [Exit Syllo- 
gifm,] What an unaccountable being is this fellow! 
grateful and fmcere in his attachment to others, yet 
a$ infenfible of their fufferings as deftitute of all re- 
gard to hlmfelf ; fo much is he taken up with the lU4 
dicrous difplay of th<? peculiarity of his difpofitiom 
If we were not too unfeeling ever to be happy, I 
fhou'd envy his indifference. 

Entvr colonel Comply* 

Camp. My dear Frederic, how do you do ttuji 
taorning? 

T. Mtlm. FaitbV melancholly enough, and witll 
rca&n. 

Camp. Then I am not the firft me(fenger of ill- 
new$— you have h^atd of your father's 4fc*ttb I fup- 
pofe* But crope* though it be an affiidting ciraim- 
fiance* you parted from him too early in life to feel 
much fpr his pepfonal 1q6. . - ' 

T: Mtlm. I own it* And had his fortune died with 
him, I JhouM have fuppprted the lois of that too* witlj 
equanimity : but to receive fuch a cruel inftance of 
bi^ want of paternal regard, as that of bequeathing 
the whole a£ it aw$y from me* . r 

Camp, I heard nothing of this. -^ By a letter I re* 
ceived from general Melmoth, a relation of your/a T 
ther*s,* juft now arrived iron* India* I learn that Sir 
John is dead j but nothing more. 

T. Melm. Sir, I have learrtcd much more. It 
feems, the Ute Sir John Melmoth, not Ions before 
his death, was married to a fecond wife, to whom he 
left his whole fortune. 

Camp. Are you well aflured of this ? 

r.Melm. too well afiurcd of it.*—— A fathejrl 
heavens, and earth I 



\* 



Catitp* 
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Camp. Nay, but* compofe yourfelf. • Things ma£ 

not be fo bad as you apprei\end N 1 expedt the 

general himfelf 'Hourly; in Bath-,- who, I dare fay, 
•when he comes to know your real chara&e.r, will^ 
if things are 1 thus* circumftanced, be your friend. At 
Vorft, if you have a mind for the army, I will en- 
gage, on my own intereft, to fet you prefently at the- 
head of a company. Then,VNarciffa will have a 
handfome fortune ; and I cannot fuppqfe, after mat- 
ters have been carried fo- far between you, that this 
accident will- prove any obftacle to your marriage; 

X. Melm. It \& there, there, my .dear colonel, E 
feel this reverfe of fortune the mod feverely. For, 
though Narcifla (hould be too generous to rejeft hie 
merely from mercenary motives, ought I to have lefsf 
generofity than (he? ought I to take- the advantage 
of her partiality for me, to make a j>rey of her for^ 
tune, and* permit her to throw herfelf away on a 
young fellow without a .penny in his pocket, or 2c 
profeffion by which he might have the profpeft of 
getting one ? No, colonel, till I* ara matter of a 
competency, at leaft equal to hers^ I will relinquiftr 

my pretentions-. But when that may be, or what 

may happep in the interval ! O colonel* — •— • 

Catnp. Prithee, Frederic ? ■ ■ 
*. jf. Mdm: What a cruel' disappointment is this* 
Wjien Narcifla had juft confented to reward my paf- 
fion, and I expefted my father in- England to ratify 
Our fond engagements. 

Camp. Nay, but no more of this. Why fhould* 
you diftrefs yourfelf at the doubtful cohfequences o£ 
perhaps an imaginary evil? I camiot help thinking^ 
you are under fome miftake : but be it as it will, Xj 
will venture to anfwer for it Narcifla is ftill yours/ 
Keep only this, piece of information a fecret from her,* 
9 till jt.be farther confirmed. When- 1 fee yoti again,. 
v/e may be able to judge of it; and proceed with more 
certainty. 3 . , [Exit: 

-\ J ' ' • ■ <- Xwng 
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.- Young MehnotlrytfJfrr " : \ ■- 

Keep ic aiecret from Narciffa 1-y- No, I. wift 

f fly and difclofe it to her immediately -, (he mayelfc 
hear of it from fome other quarter, apd I would v not 
be thought guilty of deceiving her in the flighteft 'in- 
stance. She lhall know the word of my misfortune 
without delay. — Who waits *there ? 

Enter SyHogifm. 

Here, Syllogifm,' get ready to drefs'; I am going 
out. 

Syllog. I don't think I can equip your honour 
decently with mourning 'till to-morrow, Sir. 

T. Melrn. No matter, let me have the clothes . I 
wore yefterday. I am only going to acquaint Narciffa 
of my ill fortune. * • * 

r ^y^l"- Under cprre&ion, Sir 5 would it not be as 
well it flie heard of it from fomebody elfe ? Or, if 
fhe never was to hear of it at all, I Khould think it 
jnight be better ftill. Narcifla is undoubtedly a worthy 
young lady: but I would not have, you place too 
great a confidence on the generofity of the lex. If 
you have loft your fortune abroad, Sir, it is probable 
you will not find your miftrefs at home. 

7". Mdm. Then fhall I know the utmoft rigour of 
my fate, and that at onee. 

Syllog. But to what purpofe, Sir ? — —Things 'may 
not poifibly be fo deiperate as you conceive ; or if 
they are, why make them worfe, by bringing one 
misfortune fo clofe on the heels of another ? 

T. Melm. Inhuman father ! — Attend me, I fay, 
id the drefiing-room. [Exeunt^ 
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SCENE II. Coknd CarapfyV Lodgings. 
Enter General Melrnoth *»i CWw/ Camply* 

G. Melm. I am glad, my dear colonel, to find yom 
thus happily fituated ; and alfo to hear that Mr, 
Melrnoth ha* merit enough to engage you fo warmly 
in his favour. A young fellow capable of making,. 
fucK valuable friendships, can never be fo bad as heL 
has been reprefented. I own we had but very forry 
Ibccounts of my wild kinfman tranfqiitted us t» 
India. . 

Camp. My friend Frederic, Shy is young and vola- 
tile ; but having fenfe and principle, is in the way of 
reformation : for he has not only good qualites enough 
to make himfelf friends anteng the men, but to jeiir 
gage the efleem of a ytrung lady of the firft diftiirc* 
tion for perlbnal merit. 

G. Melm. I am pleafed to hear it. An amiable. and 
virtubus monitor of the other lex is certainly the beifc 
feformecof ours. 

Camp. And I am no fyfs pleafed, for the fake of 
both, to find his father hath not left him deftitute, a* 
lie hath been informed. 

G. Melm. And yet if lady Melrnoth, his new mo* 
ther-in law, had not fet out for England before Sit 
John's deceafe, that would probably have been thq 
cafe 5. her ladylhip having taken advantage of th©>; 
boy's irregularities to gee her huftand to make hia 
will intjrely in her favour. Being no ftranger how- : 
ever to her art and avarice, I prevailed on him ta 
make a fubfequenc teftament juft before! his deaths* 
by which the lady is more moderately provided for,: 
and the bulk of his fortune more equitably left to his 
fon. I am my felf executor to this laft-will, and (hall 
lake a proper opportunity to undeceive the young 
WW* 35 W?il as his father'* agent | ofl whom I find 

he 
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the wido* iudk gretdy* fo*|*fc<f, ty-qMttfroftht 
jformcr will* 

£^. lW ^ tJTta** i^*aW€ >*te*o flfy 
young friend. * ■■■ m ., 1 tfh>iftf packet t6^fn«fhlAS^ 

it. .' • v ■-- • ''••• ' ; , ' • 

, #; Mdm. With ysu* te*r«, etttonw* I h*} pfthcr 
dm wete dtfetati, 1 ttdtftel riottidpfe rode** t6 ftifl * 
youth ef hi* educ«tidtt tftid foftifcte a* gtete'ftiti jmi* 
dcrttWa* a rigid nwafoft; yet, kavftta itfefeWed fttefc 
an iixSfFerent impreffion <stf his chattMe^, I tdtfld wift 
*& pat his difpofkkMi a Ikd* t6 the ptebf. ; His j)re r 
fi^it mifteke affords a feVowabfc <$pdrttihfty. t 
«otfd tteteftr* have him kq>t a while m the da*, 
as to his real citcumftattteB, * 

C*nq> . V&W mk sha* be *r*4, gettrtl Mknfider 
the yeofig gftitiettati'd atfxiety* 

6, JWWto. I db ;: but he wiB be fo iiiticH thtthippito- 
for it when' he«9HMi ; t* Be tHid«*efcadv **• BaWfes; | 
have my reafons •, and you may depend on it,~ if he 
has real merit, the required delay will turn out to his 
advantage,' It jrwf be the maaits ajfo df tryDig the 
difpotkiOn o^ his miftreis; whom Iftioqld with to 

have a difinferefted regard for him. —If (he4oves 

hinvftr^kV of hia f\ij5pofed poverty* Her contfancy 
may be rewarded with a better fortune. 

Camp. Nary, Sir, I (haft be rated by you, fitice you 
feem lb much cofncerntd fbt his Welfafe. 

G. Mclw. I Am indeed gfetttly concerned for it£ 
coloheh for thtiiigH I am bat a diffarit relation to 
farai, he is perhaps the ffeardfr ridw living to feia.— 
Befides^ I am bound to it, iti gratitude to his father * 
to whofe friendfhip I was much indebted for rny own 
fuccefs in life. Nay* I am not only obliged to Sir 
John Mdmoth for my -fortune, but even for his 
name; which I long ago affumed, on my departure * 
fppm Europe. - ' V 

Camp. Affumed his name ! w^s yours not alway* 
l^lisot^?- . • . - - * 

* ' - - "G.M'fa*- 
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G. Melm. Nfl, Comply; Many jfearis before yoa 
knew me, it was Wild man ; which, on the fuppofi- 
tkm of having kiU'd my antagonist in a duel* I 
/chang'd, and wifh'd might be forgotten. 

Camp. You raife my curiofity, general. 

G. Melm. Another time' I may be mort explicit: 
for oh ! my Campley, I have a painful fecret labour- 
ing here, that needs a friendly ear aod heart like 
thine, to eafe me of its burthen. — Good heav'n ! or 
have, or have I not a wife or daughter ! [AJide. 

Camp. I am forry to fee you thus aflfeded, general: 
fcut, I hope, at nothing very eflential to your happi- 
aefs. Yet, whatever it be, you know you may com* 
marid my confidence and fervke. 

Q. Melm; I know it 9 colonel : but I now muft 
leave you. Some letters, that arrived at Bath before 
me, require immediate attention: thofe difpatch*^ 
I'll call on you again. Nay, #p ceremony. [Exeunt, 



SCENE HI. Mrs. MiMmay's tifyfigsi 

. * * ♦» 

Enter Narcifla and Sophia, preparing to go, outi 

Narc.uA. tneflage from your papa, Sophy ? 

Soph. Yes, my dear; he is returned from h,is bo* 
rough, it feems, and mull fpeak with me. 

Narc. What does he want you to canvaG for him t 
or to produce you to your lordly hufband, that is tq 
be ? Pray do you know who he is ? 

Soph. What think you of lord Swecpftakes > 
' Narc. A gamefter ? 

Soph. A Gamefter, child 1 What imputation is that* 
among people of fafhion ? 

Narc. Nay, but, if what I have heard of his 
k>rdflji£ be true, he'd give up his pretenfions to any 
'■©£ our fex for the tjueen of trumps at any time. 

Stpb* 



Soph. Then we fhall never make a match, that's 
certain ; but, in obedience to my papa, you know i* 
is my duty to hear what he has to* fay for himfeW. 

Narc. Oh, commend me to your obedience ; g a 
moft dutiful daughter I profefe ; witnefs your attach* 
tneijt to colonel Camply, my dear. 

Soph. I wouM not be fo firmly attached to colonel 
Camply as yotr are to Frederic Melmoth for aH the 
"world. 

Narc. Yes, you would, Sophy, for one half of 
k; nay,, for either of the four quarters, Europe* 
Afi4, Africa, or America. The world is a great 
thing, child, and contains a number of pretty Iktle 
things ink. ' c 

Soph. The beft of which I wou'd tentuje to lay, 
if I had it, that you have fome appointment this 
morning *ith your lover; ' ; 

. If arc. I . make appointments with men, my 
dear ! oh* fie! but I mall (tumble upon him by ac- 
cident, ten to one elfe, at your aunt Pedigree's.-^ 
To tell you the truth; I want my fpark to do fome- 
thing to , get himfclf in© the good graces of my 
mama. He does not ftand fo fair in her books as I 
cou'd wilh ; and his rival, lord Courtly* has a power-? 
ful advocate of her. 

•■' Enter Servant. - 

Ser. Ladies, the chairs are at the door. 
Narc. Ay, come,: Sophy; we only lofc tiifie. here* 
Let us about our bufinefs. [Exeunt* 

Enter Sufan, ' with papers in her hand. 

Suf,. So, there they go, to pay their morning 
yificsj and have left me. to. fet things to rights afteij 

there* 



thw&r-r'Wlw* * JUfcr d^tfajfe;giris Jnake wi.th tfreif 
tafrtam »n$i iheir ttlta&N*.! K pspteft,,if it. w«< 
Hot far .*fo pifa^r^ tfett &PH? jacqptetj&e in knpw-f 
IPS «*fff ijtpptey- b»*fi%^» I *wuJ4 n$c ftpoj? tt> 
J^.^tfew^fete(Wi5-^|>W 9? th« foot i.tat M«i 
Sift, my lady's won?^ Wflujd ten} m# stf»' DfiCQHW . 
foftt^k ^i% # it, # J d# TOt ftmifc copftaat jn- 
^fnjjUo^fqr, for i«nj$*ij£ tqUJper.-r. What a pijejf 
'tis I can't read writing myfelf— I might then pechagp 
^easrru|c^ pfcafype in. utoeije th^s .a*4he dpes. 

fy$«cht jjp;3«j.a,b<»r4ing.-4<»hi<wL . To be &»*» tfc 

Ods iriy life, here's fomebody coming.— \fxuw$ling 
i$Ahtfa^ f ti$mfi*i^tfwi*t* far fmfceti \ 

Enter Mrs. Mildmay, in&ffefik JUppmt&fySfa 
■ j'M ;A- : cAa^r^:« f&fr*. 5u&n»i fop ijgf Mft 

Qffp(\Mmm^ t^fdfful^i ....;.,;, 

[faittts, and falls back in tfe (b^n, Sjfr and 
Sufan apply falts&c. 

Sift. Oh ! help, hqre !— §ufan> whqre are the young 
ladies? , , 

8#f. Both juft gone out, and I know not whither. 

Sift. Blefs me, - Hfctt* urfucky !— -Kipgi the be&-~ 
Hem, Johp ! /^honw« ! c v? hqrc ^ne ynu ^[2i7 ^jSr- 
itanLic&f appears at the &ar]~Rnnii«MieaateIy ag? 
Dr. Mineral's, tell him my miftrefs is taken fuddenly 
ill; he m«ft come away dirc&jy. . - 

iSir/T Quite gone T—*For heaveh's fake, Mrs. Sift, 
what has happened ? 

~ Sift: Nothing in the world that 1 knGw o£ ex- 
cept that* gentleman- hai lite to- have-run agamft 
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t& ashewaj* paffiftg -to'hisf coach, oat of coloogi 
Camply's ; upon which my miftrefs was; feized with 
fech a fit of trembling, that I had much ado to fup? 
port her home;— But flie recovers. 

Mrs. Mid. — [Speaking wildly* and laying held of 
Si&'sband]— And do I live to fee thee once again?— 
To hold thee thus ! — Indeed I never wrong'd thee. .» 
Sift. Madam! 

Mrs. Mild. — [Looking confufedly round] — Where? 
[Where is he 1 Gone again ! 
Suf. Poor lady ! 

Mrs. Mid. Run, fly, call him back.— Tell him I 
muft, I wilLfpeak to him. 
Sift. Whom? Madam! 

Mrs. MHd.—[RecoUeffing berfelf]— Oh !— nothing. 
Sift. — I talked at random — This grievous fwimming 
in my head diftra&s me. — But 'twill go off. — Give 
me the falts — there — now— go — you may leave 
me. •/' - *. •"" .. ' : : . 1 

Sift, Had you not better permit us to ftay, Ma- 
dam ? You may relapfe. 

Mrs. Mild. No ; leave me, I fay.— [Rifing from 
her chair] — I find myfelf much bwtot.-*{Exeunt Sift 
end Sufan] — He lives — my hufband lives, and I 
-may ftill be happy! What full amends for all my 
fufferings pad ! for all the anxious moments of his 
abfenceT But hold; — alas! this traniport may be 
grouhdlefi. — May he not live, and yet not live for 
rot-*?— Did he not fhun me, think me falfe, aban- 
don me? Yet then he loved .me; ah, too fondly 
loved me! 'Twas my prepofterous conduft drove 
him hence. — Still in the midft of all his wild upbraid- 
ings-, amidft the raving of his jealous frenzy •, even 
when he madly flung me from his arms, his hearf 
q'erflow'd with tendernefs. — Cruel tendernefs ! — now 
tufn'd, perhaps, to hate, or cold indifference !— 
Long loft to me, he now may be another's, and I 
Excluded ever from his thoughts, a fcorn'd, rejedted, 

F and 
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<Mk$ fergdtttn ^ flsranger T— Ie is, it iffu& btf fo* ah- 
Othiss vfitt has tobb'd me of hfe he#ty^^e~veft 
npw, perhaps, he fondly dotes upon- heri tells her 
the ; Jftory of his former ktore, and teaches her tti 
triumph in my ruki#— Diftfafting tflongbt ! I cannot* 
will not bear it* — [Burfting into tearsij^i^— thte 
muftj tbejLfhaH be parted. 



' ^ 



End of the Second Act} 
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A C T III. ; 

' $ € £ '& E. : -1/ ' Fornhraft Zn^x. 
Enter Fjmiival i*i Lombard. 

BtmivaL 

lHIS.meflage from lord Courtly comes very op- 
portunely, Mr. Lombard ; and the expedient it has 
fuggefted, is a moft admirable one. 

Lomb. Why, as you fay, if his iorjdfhip has the 
tfcfitors of Gluttonbury under his thumb, and is 
looking out for a wife, I don J t know that we could 
both do better than, to, make up a match between 
feiai --And tny daughter Sophy. For, as I am alfo 
going to marry again, a daughter by a firfl wife will 
be a kmd of incumbrance on the family, you know. 
I'had partly agreed indeed with lord Sweepftakes, to 
take w off my hands for fixty thoufand pounds, — 
The girl has thirty of her own* left her by her grand- 
father. — 

Farn. Lwd Sweepftakes! 

Lomb. Ay. — In going to market f fbr titles, I 
tbotfgKt bn«e lord as good as another. 
* Fbrn. Of the fame rank, I grant you ; but a vif- 
coym is as- much preferable to a baron as feven pearls 
<wv a coronet arc to four, which is almoft two to one: 
fo that the odds in a match with lord Courtly will be 
greatly in your favour. 
■■ Lomb. Then I'll be off with the baron. 

Furn. By all means.— Ill take the firft opportu- 
nity of making the propofal to my lord Courtly •, and 
depend on'r, you ftiall be returned member fdr Glut- 

F2 tonbury. 



S 6 THE Wt DO W f D W I £B. 

tanbury. — But here his lordfhip comes. I'll intro- 
duce you to him. 

Enter lord Courtly, introduced by a Servant. 

Turn. My lord Courtly ! you tordfhip's moft obc* 
dient fervant. 

Court. Well, Furnival, you arrived before me, I 
fee. — Sir — \Bowingto Lombard, who Sows very low. 

Furn. The worfhipful Mr. Lombard, my lord, al- 
derman of London. Give me leave to prefent hint 
to your lordfhip, as a profefs'd admirer of your cha- 
racter and virtues/ ■ ' - 

Lomb. My lord, your lordfhip's humble fervant. 
v Court. You are well met at Bath, Mr. Alderman* 
what you are come for the waters, Ifuppofe? You 
citizens live, fo luxurioufl'y,.fince the increafed impo** 
tation of turtle, that you fpqn have a good excufe for 
Yifiting Bath. n ' ^ c: / ;; ■■'-.' 
; Lomb. No %di? : ffiiy lord, that's not my errand 
now- 

V Court . Prayi what might bring you hithctr then* 
fvjr.. Lombard ?• ; ; 

_ Lon$. /."What brought me hither, my lord! my own 
carriage* my lord^ my own carriage, I affure you, ha; 
na, ha f 

Furn. That is, Mr. Lombard never travels in the 
^age^.rtny.lord. •..,,'.' 

iLdmb. No, never travel in the ftages, my lord* 
except npw r and then to Hampftead or Camberwell, 
when, ipy Borfes are out of order. 

Court. Well, Mr. Alderman, and pray what wind 
jri?w your carriage hither, then ? 

V Lomb: 'Wind, my lord! — good again faith, very 
good indeed. It was.a wind, my lord;— a whirlwind, 
my lord, a whirlwind ! It took us up at Hyde-park- 
corner, and fet us down here at the town's end.» > ■. 
JeHu, we came, envelop'd with clouds of dirt aUtb$ 
way* \* : 

Gartf. 
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'Court. I thought you were more tender of your 
horfes, Mr. Lombard ! 

tomb. Ay, my lord, my own horfes ; but thefe 
were hacks, my. lord, hacks! four legged machines; 
that are woundup every morning with a few oats 
and a whifp of hay, and fet going along a turnpike- 
road, with a boy on their backs all day, till, like a 
Dutch clock, they run themfelves down at night. 
Why — why — fome of our heathen philofophers fay, 
we are not much better qu rfelves, my lord, ha ! Tia ! 
*ia! 

Court. It h Mr. Alderman's way, I prcfume, to be 
jocular. 

Lomb. Nay, my lord* I hope no offence. I ufe no 
ceremony to be fure. And indeed, as Mr. deputy 
Purfeproud lays, a man that has the revenue of a 
Subah in his pocket, need not (land upon ceremony 
with any body but the Great Mogul. 

Court. True, Mr. Alderman, therefore ftantf upon 
no ceremony with me. 

Lomb. J won f t, my lord, I won't : for though your 
lordfhip may be a great man at court, I am a great 
man. in the city : and the courtiers and citizens have 
always been upon a footing, to carry on a finuggling 
trade together. It has been the cuftom time out of 
mind, to make an exchange between your manners 
and our money, my lord ; and egad you generally 
have had the better of the bargain too, let me tell 
you that. 

Court. Your friend is quite a wit, Barrifter. I did 
not think the fpirit of raillery had been fo prevalent 
within Temple-bar. 

Furn. Oh, my lord, there have been ftrange revo- 
lutions of late in the city. The citizens have their 
wits and men of letters among them now a-days, as 
well as the courtiers. 

Lomb. Men of letters!" ay, and letters of credit 
too, my lord ; which is more than can be faid by 
moft of the literati at your end of the town. Yes, 

• • my 
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my Jord, and we have made great iaapro^emeiits. in 
the arts, too. • : 

Court. 'Nay, J jh^nghtxbe city was al^ys-iawus 
for the arts. . " ■' 'V "* ' '• '*.'•'' 

l>owb. What the arts of .pip-baking; atyJ.thera*; 
nufafturing of thimfcdcs, ha J ha ! ha! No, my Jad^ 
$o i t?hefe Jhaite ,been Ipng a#o toadied down 1 n tbi? 
hroad- wheeled waggons to Birmiagbaro; to ti^e 
row for arehijtjefture, paiol^nj^ paving,, and fculpi 
tare ■• : . . "' • * . '•' .' ; 

Court. Sculpture 1 Mr. Alderman ! fore the gpra 
lavages at •&• DuojCtan^ilUl ft^nd sentinel* to :ft*ike 
the hours on die clock !— Then the 4 giants in Guild* 
hall lo<?k as tremendous m ever? Gog ^d Magog 
are but bad proofs of your~imprbvecl tajfee in fculjp- 
ture ? Mr. Alderman. IThpfejmoaumer^s qf Gothic 
barbarifm, Ibou'cl fee. demolilhed before you let-up 
for Virtu. 

LomK Egad that's true. I 'thank yootr IprdlWp /or 
the hint : they mutt come down. But you know my 
\ord, Rome was not built in a day — but when I rome 
to be lord^mayor^ or get into parliament. ~ * 

Court. How Sir, not in parliament ? 

Furn. It is indeed a lofs to our country, my lord ; 
f man of Mj\ Lombard's abilities cou'd not fail df 
paking a fhining figure, 

tomK You are very obliging, Mr. Furnival; but 
though I am not at prefent in the houfe, I hope, with 
yours and his lordfhip's afliftance, I (han't be long out 
of it. 

Court. With my affiftance, Mr. Alderman ! 

Furn. Yes, my lord, Mr. Lombard, has offered 
himfelf a candidate for the borough of Glutton bury, 
in which I know your lord (hip has great intereft. 

Court. Then you are better acquainted with my 
intereft than I am, Barrifter. — I hope Mr. Lombard 
does not mean to folicit my influence. 

Furn. [To Lombard aftde] You fee hisilordfhip it 

on the reverfe, Mr. Lombard, it wou'd be better per- 

i* ' ~ haps 
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Baps-yw'WerciQUt of the Nyay, while! bitak the id? 
for jaix 

Eomfc Egad like emoxigj*: PR leave* you— [ajidc 
fe FurmVaflJ— Why, my lord, to be fart, I have but 
lterir.pretetifldrft ; but, as a man who wou'd exert his 
mmoff afcBities in the ferviteof his country^ if y^ttf 
lordfhip ftou'd, think favourably of me, I fhall b* 
feacly to fulftF ahy ehgagethentis Mjr. Furtiival may 
enter into irt my behalf.— —And fb, my lord, your 
lor^fhip's. mpflr obedient— [Gx>ing y returns.] AmdJ 
depend on r t t my lord, that as foort as ever I cdw$ 
to the chair> or get into 1 the houfe, Fit attack 1 tti$ 
giants. {Exit: 

' Gdutt. Ha, Ha, ha( J what a niikture bf wit and 
abfurdity! Prithee, JJarfiftcr, what; do you mean; bf 
brir^tg me attainted with 1 this heterogeheous ani* 
ihaR^Totf-knowi-Havte n& itftereff m his?, ditty b^ 
rough of Glut tonbyry. . , / 

Fkrrt: TftatV tffute, rtty lord •/ fcu£ Wtiiki not krfo* 
fc ; : ahd' as? T arix like^f to reap* foftie emofament frorri 
him myfetf,' my re^rd for your Tordffliip : fuggetfetl 
ar thotightimay poffiWy be agreeable to ydtn : [ > 

Gqurt. Take care, Furniyal, of making m£ f .W- 
fjoura cloak for your knavery : ytxi Have dbneit top 
often, even to the wearing it fo threadbare, fftaf,' if I 
were 6ot kept in' countenance by the exampfi^of 
other perftn^of rank, Fflioultfbe re%\fy'Albi£md$6f 
piylHf. . . . ' ' ;'-, ; 

Fttifa. Niay, but thtprefent expedient is^nhojjonW 
able one, my lord. ... 
* Court.* For the firft; then, of your ftiggeftf^ 
pray lpt us know what it is f 

Furn. Yqu will excufe me, my lord, if I arri rriif-. 
taken,' as I don't mean to be impertinent : but I owrf 
I conceived, . that either your lordfbip's cQnfiitutfoti 
oreftate might, by f thistime, have fuggefted the ex^ 
pediency of yourentering u again.intO. the #ate of ma- 
trimony . I rook the liberty therefore' to giye a hint 
qJf yepr h^vip^ fqch an mtentiqn tq I^r. Lonfbtrrd,- 

Who 
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who has a marriageable daughter, with whom-he 
feems difpofed to give, at leaft, fixty thoufand pounds^ 
s Cottrt. I underftand you ; and fo you would have 
me impofe on him 5 as having influence enough to 
get him returned member, in order to prevail ^on him 
to accept me for a ion-in-kw! a very honourable ex- 
pedient, truly ! 

Furn. Why not, my lord ; as I dare fay we iball 
be fure of carrying our election ? — But I beg pardon 
if your lordfhip does not choofc _ -•-•■.' 

Court. 1 own, Barrifter* there are prudential reafoos 
for my repairing my fortune with that, of a wife ; but 
fo long as Narcifla keeps fuch hold of my heart, I 
can't refolve on making my addrefies to any other 
jvomen. 

Furn. I thought, my lord, that her avowed pre- 
ference of a rival had determined you to think no 
more of her, 

. Court. I thought fo too : but! find mjf paffion to 
be infuperable. At the fame time her mother gives 
me encouragement : fo that, till her hand be a&ually 
given to another, I cannot think of putting it put of 
my power to receive it. 

Furn. I am forry, my lord, my intention to obligg 
yop is fruftrated. 

Court. And yet, Furnival, I ftand in prefent 
tiecd of your affiftance. I want money, ready, mo-; 
iiey, to fupply the common c exigences of public 
places. My curfed ill luck has made a beggar of 
me. . 

. Furn. Alderman Lombard will furnifh you with 
any fum you require. 

Court. I am afraid not. He knows better than to 
lend his money to a lofmg gamefter, without more 
fubftantial fecurity than I can eafily give him. 

Furn. Never fear, my lord:. I will fo manage 
him, that he fliall be your fpaniel, to fetch pnd carry, 
and lay down his bank-bills at your feet., .Don't 
your lordfhip fee that Mr. Lombard is a wit ? 

Cokut. 
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; €dhn\ kftd aVyoii: tifgft thai as a prooFofr his 
-'fbitf'f^ n — -•-• CJ .■''••'••;■■,•■ •;• .;■■•■ 

/«r^. I do, my, lord, -r^WHen atiirriili are oride dot 

' 6f tHfcit' eteiii&it', theft Veiyjftrength degeiieVares into 

J \teakrt4:fs. A man's forth becomes ; his feiblb. WbW 

.probity, an<t plain commafi Teijic 1 ri|c.ef tb be tHe 

: propter jelerhent 6T Mtfy' citizens and worlhrpful 

"<bnittibn-(!irti^dl-ttie^j~if : aHy otfeydf'tfiem ;fbaA, 

tfefeforei after ^arrfricM ; ^ualifiCatf6ttS beyond thole, 

Jie becomes like a bladder-blown f^i, ; that floats on 

tfre^ftfttafce of the ^ater,' tifl he is flipped up by a 

ffe^vUK ;;■. '^" '• ,<; ■■ - ." ■ 

*'.' G>&te ; Wfeft, hVis';%' : $o6fcJ hinds''; but be fgaring 

"of 'hl«i ^ you tan.-4^bu Will let rrie''kh6w hbvtr ytfu 

p?cic&d. ! ' :; ; ; - .■'..':' «■ ■ . . 

Furn. Aflurcd!y,\ trt/'lord, f c'arr cfo jidthlrig with- 
* r 6tttyoT!>. " ; , : , • [Exeunt. 

:.:: .".ajlj .: '.'! y . ... ..r> ;... r:;-.; ■ u ; , ■/- 

** ,.$€,£ N ft H; J^vMiHmftfj^ ' 

1 f r : . EnUr.Mrsi Mildniay.: . • I 

MruMUt A Iittlfe'tKbugKt ha"s'calm r d ihyru^d 
.fpm^s,— -Kind Providence* . I thank; -thee! *J3ut whe- 
ther thou haft gratified my lbngirig eyes to make nac 
happy or miferable, thou only knoweflL IF my 
once fond hufbaqdihouldilHKhaj-bour his groundless 
refentment againft me, — yet that I can remove by the 
,clearcft : proofs of my , innocence *-■-: but i£ thinking 
me unworthy of nii 'heart', he fhould indeed have 
beftowed it on .oqptKtt, it. were in vain to difc&ver 
€ ihyfelr.—rJo^ if it'be fo, I will retire from the world* 
^iwfeen and r i}n£iiown, .'•-.' 

-;c. i.:n\'jz r:-..l - .•■-.. v '....'.i i : .: . '*. >. 

Enter Sift. . ? 

* •• * 

.Sift. Tarn glad to find your ladyfhip fo purely re- 
covered, Ma'am. — What coiuld put you into fuch a 
n tf emulous taking? 

G Mru 
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Mrs. Mild. A fuddeiv furprize, Sift.— I thought I 
faw a gentleman, fuppofed to have been dead and 
. buried mapy -years ago. _^ . . ' 
~ ( Sift. Dead and buried, M^'am 1 , It mult then have 
. been his ghoft.— Did I fee it, Ma'am Y 1 proteft I 
. begin to be furpriz'd too. 7 .7 ;, 

. Mrs. MUd. No, Sift, it was no' ghoffi !'.' the objeft 
"I faw was certainly living ;— his looks are tartly al- 
tered j he is almoft the iamc in appearance he was 
1 twelve years ago. 

. . Sift: O Lord j Ma'am, . men are often fo much 
"afike in appearance, that we might be facily deceived 
indeed, if. we trufted to aur r $yes.— Befides,V Ma'am, 
if he looks the fame as he did twelve years ago, he 
muft either be a ghoft, or a fad cheat ; for there mutt 
be a prodigious difference in him in reality. ", " ' 

Mrs. Mild. Did you take notice of the gehtletpan, 
who got into his coach at colonel Camply Y "door,* 'ns 
we came by ? 

Sift. In Scarlet, Madam, with the- mulatto fer- 

▼ants. Yes, Ma'am j fome India governor or other, 

I fuppofe ; or perhaps it is Sir John Melmoth, Mr # 

.Frederic's. father. — You know, Ma'am* he, was daily 

cxpe&ed. 

Mrs. Mid. No, Sift, that gentleman's name is nit 
Melmoth. 

Enter * Servant. :* 



Serv. Db&or Mineral, Madam. [Ekit Servant. 

Mrs. Mild. Doftor Mineral 1 . ; 

Sift. Yes, Madam; I feht for him to my flurrv* 
when yourladyfhip Was lit "'" l 

Mrs. Mild. Well, let him come up then.— [Exit 
Sift.]— Now muft I bear with a little formal im- 
pertinence. v\." 

* \ z ^' Enter 
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Enter Dr* Mineral. 



Min. Madam, your moft obfequious.— I 4m ex? 
tremely glad to find you better than I expefted.— 
I fhould have been here fooner ; but — 

Mrs. Mild. Th6y need not have troubled you, I 
believe, do&or ; I was only taken with a fainting, 
OcCafioned , by. sx little ftrprize, which is now gone 
pff. 

Min. I don't know that,. Madam ; I: don't know 
that/ Give me leave. [Laying bold of her band.]. I 
will be bold to fay, there is not a gentleman of the 
faculty has the taftus eruditus in a higher perfection 
than myfelf — [Looking at Mrs. Mildmay very earnejllyj] 
Why, Madam, you muft have been terribly fur-j- 
prized indeed 1 your very pulle is frighted out of iti 
wits. It is abfoluteiy afraid to beat. Low, low,--* 
very low, upon my word. 

Mrs. Mild. Indeed, doftor, I find myfeif too much 
indifpofed to bear with trifling, 

Min. True, Madam -, to be fare cafes of this kind 
are not be trifled with. I believe I have, hit upon 
yours to an Iota. Leave the remedy to me. — lonly 
wilh I had been fent for a little fooner ; though I 
Ihould have been here at leaft half an hour ago, had J 
not been detained at colonel Campiy's. 

Mrs. Mild. Colonel Campiy's ! Sir! 

Min. Yes, Ma'am, I calPd m there, as I was going 
my rounds this morning, and was very agreeably, 
detained by the converfation of a gentleman, who has 
been thefc twelve years a Nabob-hunting in BengaU 
and is now returned home lbaden with the fpoils of 
the chafe : one general Melmoth, Madam •, who as 
far as I cou'd learn, for I am never inauifitive, is a 
very near relation, if hot Gwn father, to Mr. Frederic 
^lelmoth, with whom you are well acquainted. ^ ^ 

JjdrSs Mild. Oh, gracious providence 1 

■■•"■■ _•.., — . - MhC 



Msn. You feem affe&ed, Madam— I hope no re- 
turn of your diforder ? . 

Mrs. Mild. I fear it -may* ddSor; therefore if you 
thi^t pf ' a i?y thw>g that may prevent it„ | fiioy'drbe 
glad* you wquM haften yqur.prefcription, J ■,'. , * t 

M». I will, Madam, your mqft ODfequiqu6 # -r--^J 
{hajl , cjifpatch my fervant immediately with fomi£ of 
my nervous elixir, Ma'am, the matt powerful .apaii 
Jeptlcl^ iq the Whole materia medic'a.' . / r f£#/^ 
"' Mrs. Mitd. Can my eyes have deceived 'me r— — 
Cou'd I laiftaker-^ipiftakc tjie fea*ur,«s pf th^/yelt 
Known face ?'-^Ah, no ! it w*s my hufbahd. He tqA 
hath changed Jxi? P*m<p; thinking perhaps, <|vpp $11* 
he killed his friend : but Frederic Melpiqth, M he 
tq© my foq? is he Narcifo's tkother?' If fo, Jipsr 
timely this cjifqovery !— * — ? for a clue to guide me 
^rpugh the mW ? ' which ycc I./cajr to .enter j-r- Yet $ 
mujt know mofeV— Sift is clofe and trufty — jjie faF 
inquire into'circumftances, — anc} if his haqd 9$ 
Jieart ?re npt another^ I may yet be happy. 



I : ' Enter Sift. 

; . ... ]*'.'»'" ,'-.: • = ■: 

Come hither, 5ift. . ♦ ' ••. > ; rl " .. '- 

^ Sift. Yes, Ma'am, ." . , .' .' . . : 
* Mrs. Mild. That gentleman, Sift, we were fpea&* 
!ng o£ who caqie out of colpnie) £amply's< — - ; 

S///. Yes, Ma'am. — [Jfide.] My Jacjy'f mightily 
concerned qbout this jftrange gentleman-*- She cannot, 
*t her time- of life* furely, be tajepn yith a re$ Cpaf 
?nd a feather,— Perhaps it is jomp old fweetheart.--* 
Ha ! Hkp enough. — 

Mrs. Mild. Youobferved hjm, jSjft? 
, Sift. I did, Ma'am : a finp perfanatble gpntlftgaijt 
indeed, .. '. :••;,• ' .: 

■^ Mrs. Mid, Poftor Mineral -jeffe pe hja n^e i? 
really I^lflpqth., ' ; t [rr . ,, vJ 

5///! I told yqu v Ma'ajip, JW Jfl?ow, b<>w ?$tfify 
^oi?- might be deceived.— And foi 'Ma'am, it was hot 

the 



the perfon you imag^^l, ^a(J you were frighted for 
nothing ? 

Itfrj. Mild, The^qaQr.^^jtne, thagejptlei^n^e 
fyw wy-9H n g Mcjpiyth!s.fe^er. "; . '* 

Jf. 4§ r^ffP^ed/jVl^pa: I h^ye a rem^rk^bl^ 
v> . pels.' 

A#\r.' Mild. Hut cou'd not you,* Sift, enquire a HttljS 
info p^rtipql^jn?. Mr.^f^Qth, youlpQw/p^ffgsfof 
*P Pnl/ Jqa' i Pi}t it {lis $$er lboyl# fpi*rry -again, qr 
he marked elsrqajdyt— prr-- 

. Mrs,Wi}ix True, $4afpiq * frut jofiup ipe with the 
comhiiffion, 'and I'll infpfW ypy qf every thing yoq 
•^nt tp kqov^ f wjraift yo\i. 

Mrsl hUldl Well then, 4 attend me prefently at nvjf 
toilet, and I'll $iy<e. yqjf . paore particujap inftruc- 
tji<#V?.. .• . : 7 ■. \„ ^"'.- \" , . ' '"" ' " - 

m \ Sift, ^cj' # .? ^t J fl $H t|ien5, if t^c gentlem^ 
has either man, woman, or child about him with 9 
tpflguje ;in ^be^r hea^fay.*my name is pot-r- 

Mrs,"Mtd. t But f y.Qv^ll mi'nd, Sift, to be' no left 
C^tipy^ t{i*n curious in y.Qur enquirief ; and commu- 
nicate nothifig of wh^i yog jjev to $ny pn<e but me. 
r-At tijefaipg tipje, ypu nbay caution Suf^n and the 
/eft of the'fervants to fay nothing to the young ladies* 
lyhw they rptyrn, pf my fudden igdi^ppfuion. It is 
ppt r eicppyient t thev {hquld know any thing of the 

S'W£J>^t^#.}" Till I 1$r\oy tpy o^ni^e, Ifarcifi* 
all be,kepp r jgnp^^ ^ •./.._ 

• 4S^/>. YpH fF? a 7 i^ifT^^MP^ Sift, Ma'am. But I 
fee ? chair qon*in|} jnfo ,th$ hall. I fancy one of them 
js come h'ojqpel , . : . '(£&(• 

Mrh Mild^pov T$jpit\(fyi If I vefe iefs anxious 
fpjr pjyfelf, i&ouid bp jftrangeiy concerned, for. her. 
p n^ay npt be improper;, powever, jo ;ake fqme fl;ep 
to abate the ardour of her paffion for M/. j^lmptl^ 
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£»/*r Narcifla. 



s Narc. I fee you are returned before me, Madam. . 

Mrs Mild. Yes, my dear ; I feldom make my 
jnoming vlfits fo long as yours, I fuppofe you have 
been whiling away your time fome where with Mr* 
Melmbth. 

Narc, Nay, I have not once fet eyes oh him to-day. 
Though to fay the truth; Mamma, I believe I waited 
for him half an hour, or fo, at lady Pedigrees; for, 
asl expefted he would call there, I did not find 
tnyfelf haftily difpofcd to come away. ' r 

Mrs. Mild, And r you pfomifed to meet him 
there! 
* Narc. He-promifed to meet me there. 

Mrs. Mild. Fie, Narcifla !— ---Is this keeping your 
promife with me ? Is this befng more on the re-i 
ferve? 

JVarc.l did not thiftk, Madam, you required me 
to alter my behaviour to Mr. Melmoth. 

Mrs. Mild. Indeed, indeed, Narcifla, I do require 
it : and if you have that fenfe of duty a fond mother 
could wifti you to enteftain, you will not think I lay 
you under any fevere reftraint. J 

'If or. Doth this new injunftion proceed, madam, 
from the generally fuppofed want of difcretion in 
•me, or from any particular reafon you may have to 
change your good opinion of Mr. Melmoth 2 • 

Mrs. Mild. Perhaps both. You muft have heard, 
that Frederic hath been very wild 5 he left the unir 
verfity at beft buf ^uptly : jhen he plays deep ; 
and it is very riatural to fuppofe, he may have in- 
trigues enough, to make it imprudent for a young 
woman to place tpo great a confidence in his profes- 
sions of love. * 

Narc. Blefs ys, Maclam, you ihock tnc, In- 
trigues ! 

Mrs. Mild. Nay, my dear, don't be too much 

alarmed > Mr. Melmoth may be as deferving as moft 

♦ young 
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youn^ rt gentlemen ©f the age: but for all that, I 
would not have you fet your he^rt upon him. I have 

.my reafons, and thole prevailing ones : therefore, re- 
flcft, Nafciffa, and be well advifed. [£**f 

.'* Narc. Refleift, and be well advifed ! What need 
of fo much refleftion and advice LMy^ mamma hatn 

.furely met with fomethjng to ruffle, her temper thjs 
morning. I proteft lhe is (quite peevi/h,— &oi; fat 
my heart en Mr. Melmpth ! — That, advice .com^s 
now too, late. Yet (fill r fhe feems to I allow him as 
much m^rit.as any yoyng genllenfian pf the ige.-r 

( How unreafonable is this .! If. I am to be marnecLat; 
aU, can I expeft a better hufband than the market 
affords ? and if I am latisfied \yith my bargain wlyt 
is thin to "my marrim^ I wondej; !— 0$, here h<r 
primes! r HI rattle him off, for not being where Kc 

;pronuTed 5 and thence expofing me to this lecture. -.) 

-f- '',-■':'■■■ ■ ■ ■ > v •• V •» •: 'i ,:: .v ,. :...'. '}■ 

v .: :...[. s Enter Young Melmoth. ::;.; :.;.;* 

So, Sir Frederic, and lover or mihel you are p*mc- 

. tual to your appointments,. I fee. . V \ 

T. Melm. [djide,] Sir Frederic ! and \ with fuoh 
formality too ! She iiath heard of my Ipis then,.al- 
ready.— [Turning to Itarcijfa.] Yet \ could not ha^e 

' tHboght my Narcifla would have triumphed over, my 

.misfartune* I could' not have thought flie would to 
foon. begin to upbraid' ancl receive , me coldly. Olj, 
woman! woman! */." 

, Narc Hoity, toityt what's the. matter now? The 

.. maaV ferioufly, fbrrpwf gl, as I li ve* v . 

' tf/Mtlm. Cruel Narcilfla f what can I think, of 
this-? '..*,;. 

N&rc. Think of it ! Upon my word * I am full as 
much. at lofs what to think of it .as you are. Sure 

* the people are all at crofs-purpofes, or ire eat up with 

% the vapours this morning! My mama, was here juit 
now, and peevifhly chid met forfooth,, for being tqo 
kuKUoyou: and how you come, m Voful fadnels, 

te 



to corhplaln.br' riiy crneftyl 'vfaaf; "in 'tfi^nWfie <ff 
"confifteitty, : dHh i ro do wfth you bdtfi ? : ! . ' 

tftiSltftrVJldti'i wxmdcfr, Nkrclfiav ttoit yotir ft«(- 
mabatb changedher thoughts', df rtfe:7A~re*erfe'« 
fttfuh« isVixh.farfjers.a'nd mothers a fufficlent rnotive 
for aTevtrfe'of fentiriiehts. Sdifcaii they/w'Htffe\*otfs 
haVebeeti refc^^^ 

: lfeen'oh« united j cari .they; my* ftfercuTa^ 1*6 ieVttr 

dwtfedrrbrrt mdtfteTot fordid ioteretfr\Wh!ftihd* 

'my father be"' dead, and^ ttirdtfgh do'taW foridiifcfe 

*B4s reduced'Jifc fon *o fcej&fyft :1 lwVe : M ; frMai, 

>eal frierids, abte'artd 1 WSlm|to;ftrV^ tnfe'.': ' ' . - 

flfite.'* Vfitiflf J fatfcef dM? : f&&ct& ttfbeggary-.! i 

'hM Uttderffarid'' yoii, Sir; -'(;$&.} Wingetiddds 

"ihaitn^l fheTe tfieti were^tir' feafonV tc#jdf£r&i£t- 

1 ing the character" of* tfiy \6V2rTifojkMti \frl3eed, 

Sir, I'bqg-yddf pattfert; rtiMekfd tfbthihgi6f :; yttiir 

father's death, nor of any change in your circum- 

ftances: but l.own th& epav4rfatlaS.l had juft now 

with my mama, a.gopd deal /urprized me.,. . 

Narc. No doubt ofUtr'^tnit afccodtji^roi.Her 
: btna^toUr.i^H--J^/^ S^maV'fiftd/ hdWeVi^r^tfiat 
people may 1 i(bmetim'e"s be'& f tmibh t86" rJfemldPas 
to6 open. -i^Lf 2i FrMtfk?\ fiuCtan it feafflrbeiriSr, 
as you ray? . : . ' ••••- ", •• ,-\--^.' "•■• 
• T.Melm: "fob cerVitotyj though I refefyed t!|e 
; news rayfeif frdm -my liMH AgtfybhH\R*4rt6fflin& 
and came dire&ly to impart it to yrjcr: ,', ; ■ • ■ • 
; 'Nafc. 'Was that prtidenrr. to'yobrlelfslt'ldtftf was 
itimpoffible to conceal ir Ffarit file 'riB'aitef^&r 
'iharfiager' : "' '•'■'•'' ! - t -'*"-" i ; - •-' X '- J ^ u : v 

.21 Melw. Jt was NardfiL though no. human fteftfe 
•fk^kilowhirb'u't myfelf. THoughtlefs sirtd i'hoHfcreec 
: as I arti, my heart \s tdo ; fa : JthVd1 r td yb'u,' ^d^bdjjnl: 
1 16. tfie worldrtb^orler me* i&WS pa'rto? 2n SriftoftAr 
afifigie rnoirfetit. !.Nay r I cbn)e ri6^ Withf oVflgirffo 
t i:ei«buifli my pretenfioTis 1 , *Wfl the happier rirctiiA- 



THE WIDOWD WIFE. 49 

jftances of Tome future day might entitle me to afpire 
to the heighth from whidi I am fallen. 

Jfan. To give up your pretentions, Mr. Mel- 
moth ! artd was that fo eafy a talk as to be readily 
felolvedon? 

T. Melm. However rafhly relblved, you have fceri 
it W3* not f6 eAfy to 'be executed. Fot what jiave I 
done But folicit for that, which I came to refign ? 

Narc. And you would now marry me, notwith- 
ftanding I may have fifteen thoiifand pounds to my 
fortune, and you, as you fay, not a farthing ? 

r. Melm, Narcifia !— . . 

Nard Oh! you hefitate, do you? Tobefure 

\ there is lome little inequality of condition in the cafe : 
but to let you fee that I am more afpiring, I am ready 
to venture with you on the fame terms. 

T. Melm. And is it poffible you can be To good as 
. to rate my merit above your fortune ? 

Narc. Nay, don't give me time to weigh orie 
againft the other. Money is heavy, and worth is 
light, you know : if you take trie at my word, I ■ 
fhall keep it: but if I am left to cool and ponderate* 
1 won't anfwer for myfelf.*— — Grave faces and goo)d 
advice may have a ftrange efFeft upon me. At preferit, 
I fay, PU venture with you. 

Y. Melm. Generous Narcifla! But whether will^ou 
venture ? . . . , 

Narc. Any where :— to Scotland, if you are fo rafh 
as ro infift upoi) it. .. 

T. Melm, Spirited glri !, charming Nareifla ! N butt 
when ? , w > 

Nate. - Now, this very day', is fooh as yob pleafe/ 
My mama has dealt difingenuoufly by me. I wfll 
therefore beg leave of duty to ftand afide a little, 'till 
I pay the debt I owe to love and honour. If it be a 
fault, I fhall truft to her forgivenefs this one time.-*-* 
It is a fault .one cannot make a practice of* you 
know. — So, come, let us go in, and concert proper 1 
mealtires for our expedition. 

h r,Afc/*i| 
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T. Melm. Charming creature ! I'll accompany ypfr 
to the .worltfs end. 

Narc* O yes, I intend you fhall, if we fliould liv,e 
to the end of the world, [Exeunt 

SCENE III. Young MelmothV Lodgings. : 
Enter Syllogffm. 

Sc^ fo, fo. I have been playing with a feemin)^ 
dead coal, that hath been all the while burning my 
fingers. A plague of thefe potential cauteries, jfiy jL 
-— Sir John Melmoth, it feems,, is really dead j my 
young mafler is a beggar, and I may carry his wallet.. 
Sic tranfit gloria mundi I Had 1 thought the ofd 
baronet really defundt, I fhould not have btfen fo 

.pleafant with the young one's circumltances. But fee 
is a deferving youths and though I ahi horribly dis- 
appointed in. my own expe&ariona, 1 declare I ata 

*lefe forry for mylelf than for him.— What will be- 
come or him! — For my otfn part I atn qualified to* 
ftruggle with the world.— Oh ! here cdmes Star 

1 Frederic — — -in a mighty good humour too! whkt 
the devil, fure his father's not comb to life again ! ' 

x Enter Toung Melmoth.. . 

y r 1\ Melm. WcH, Syllogifm, who ha tH .called fince ; 

I have been out.— - 

Syllog. Nobody, Sir jr-^I expe&ed to Kave been able 

toprefent your honour with at leaft a hundred vifit- 

hig cards, full of compliments of condolance : but I 
. find the world is -not fo impertinent ; it civily chufts 
.xo-Jkaye people under misfortunes to comfort them- 
?felve,s. 
> JF. Mclm* It is the. improved mode of good map- 

ners, Syllogifm, not to be troublcfome. You feeixi*. 
, however^to ftaad in, need of confolation ! what's 

the- 
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the meaning of this ? It is not above an hour or two 
Ago face you- braved the ftornsof fortune with the 
fortitude of a ftoick, and recommended patience » 
ine with* the eloquence of a Seneca. 

Syllog. Yes f Sir ; but, like Seneca teo, I find I cou'd 
preach that to others which I cannot practice myfelfl 
But furely, Sir, I may conclude, from the pleafantry 
of your prefent difpofition, that what you heard in 
the morning cannot be true! 

T. Melm: True! Syllogifm, How (hou'd it be true, 
when you know you obferved it to be impoflible. 

• Syllog. Nay, but Sir, joking apart, if your father 
be dead, how do you iiltend tfc live, now he has dis- 
inherited you ? 

' T. Mebn* I (hall da the bed: to fupply my wants 
by'induftry. 1 (hall find friends to put rtie- iii a way> 
and am only forry it will be but of mypower to 
reward your fidelity as it deferves 
; Syllog. Nay, Sir; make yoiufelf eafy about me ; a 
philosopher is eafily provided for. Jafti fcft alea, Sitf. 
Whchl have the misfortune to leave your fervice, I 
devote myfelf immediately to that of the mufes. 
. T. Melm. What, turn poet ! then art thou con- 
demned to be poor as long as thou liveft. Why* 
the poverty of poets, man, is notorious \ it hath been 
a hackneyed jeft for ages. 

Syllog. Yes, Sir, it hath been hackneyed fo long, 
that it is fairly worn out. When poets had no patrons ' 
but the great, the poor devils, fure enough, were 
obliged to "live upon little i\buj: fin£e "the publick 
h^ve taken them under their protection, a bard, like 
another man, may have two coats, to his back, and 
every "thing handfome about him. 

T. Melm. And yet, Syllogifm, 'till the lawyers can 
^decide the difpute aboutiiterary property.* ' 

Syllog. I grant you, Sir, that a freehold on Parnaf&s 
does not intitle the poffeffor to vote for rrieinber of 
parliament j but let a man of genius once merit the 

* ' H z x favour 
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favour of the town, and he may levy contributions on 
it, whenever bis affairs require if, 

T. Mtlm. Levy contributions ! is not that too ar-? 
bitrary ? I thought the convocation ot criticks had 
Something to do in the fyftcm o£ literary legislation, 

Sytfogi Yes, Sir, the y are the lower houfe, and haw 
(he privilege of deciding in all money-matters. They 
hold their feffions in the pit, at the reprefentatktn of 
pvery new pky» and proceed dire&ly.ta the caofider- 
ation of ways and means. — To be fure» Sir, we canr 
not raife a ihilling without the confent pf the houfe.— 
But if thjsy approve the bill, they pafsit with a plau- 
dit, and their gcncrofity is boundlefs. 

T* Mehn. Well, Syllogifm, if you are obliged to 
go upon the town, I can only wifh you fuccefs: but 
pprhaps yqu may be better provided for, yet : in the 
mean time, you muft not leave me abruptly— J fhali 
w^nt your fervice, for fome time at leail, lam going 
3 journey of three hundred mi}es an end; willyOU 
go tyith mp, if I fhould have occafion for you ? 

Syllog. Te duqe Teycro, to the antipodes, Sir. 

T. Melm, Carnp this way thep, you muft take a 
Jeter for me to Narcifla. 

" fyllog. Of lc^ve, I fuppofe, ah! poor girl! fheUJ 
£e dilappointed tbo ! Oh ! ^is a bittcf bufinefs. 

• .[Exeunt* 



SCENE IV. Qcknel Camply's Uigitigs, 

jLutw General Mplmoth and Cqloml Carpply. 

G. Melm„ So thep I 6nd> colpncU you are engaged 
Jn a matrimonial expedition as well as iwy kipftrian — 
Well, I wifh you fuccefs, and if you n^ed. nvy affiftr 
^uce, cqmjpgpd pip. 

- C&$p. I thank you, gepj ral, and hope ere long to 
& ftbie Jo fecyrn the cprnpliment. Come, come, 
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Vfbenyou have recovered your fpirits a little, we (hall 
have you lookirig Que for a wife as well as we 
younger folks. 

'G* Melm. Ah ! my dey colonel ! [Sighs. 

Camp. Ah! my dear colonel ! with a Ggh tool I 
have hit the mark then, general ? What did you leave 
your heart in India ? or hath a fudden conqueft beea 
made of it fince yoyr arrival -in Europe ? 

G. Melm. Neither, Camply. I was married many 
•years ago, and was too unhappy in that (tare, ever to 
Vthink of entering into it again, even if I knew myfelf 
at liberty. 

Camp. I never heard you had been married, general. 

G. Mel. Yes, colonel, when I went over to India, 
I left ji wife and infant daughter in England behind 

Camp. And are they living ? 

G. Meim. Alas! heaven knows! I have heard no- 
thing of them for years, except from the very man, 
of whom being abfurdly jealous, I thought I had 
Jtilled.« — —He caijie ower with our troops fome time 
ago to Bengal, and convinced me by a number of 
jcorroborating cirqumftanoes, that I had injured both 
him and my wife * but to my forrow, he could give 
me no farther information of her. 

Camp. How fruitlefs then was that ! 

G. Melm. Fruitlefs as unhappy ! for though my 
heart was Something lighter, from knowing he haa 
recovered of the wounds I h*d given htm ; yet I 
fliou'd have much eaGcr fupporjed the refle&ion of 
having killed ap adulterer, than that of having in- 
jured, abandoned, and perhaps ultimately cleftroyed, 
am innocent wife and, daughter. 

Camp. But why deftroyed 1 fronft thi* relation it is 
pot impoflible they may ftili be living. * 

G ? Melm. I dare not flatter myfclt with fuch a fu»- 
geftion. Nay, I hardly kno»v whether I ought lowilH 
\i trpe ; for if flic lives, muft ffctc nosjongfince have ' 

, • •"• • ' •'' V" trw*- 
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transferred that heart to anothet which I lb unjuftly 
fufpeSkcd, fo cruelly flighted i 
Camp. But what fuctefs has attended your enquiries 

G- Melm. None-, though I Havp made every enquiry 
the 3 iftance of time and place would admit. 

Gpmp. Perhaps in your long abfence, thinking you 
%ere dead, fhe mavhaye married again ; and thus, 
by hej change of name, have eluded yoUr re* 
Jearches. 

G. Mdrn. If it be fo, I will be no intruder on her 
jhappinefs.— I will thereforccarry on my future fcarch 
ip perfon^ that, if I fh#uld fucceed in it, I may be en- 
abled to aft as tfrcumftarices ftall determine. But 
What a talk! How dreadful is't to feek tiat wftich 
ttehope, and yet we fear, to find { Though to be cer- 
tain even of what we fear, is better far jhar* labouring 
ftill ijn dopbt. t ■ \ r 

Evter Servant* 

$er. |Jfr. Mglmoth, Sir, defires to know tf four 
Jipriour is albqe.'. 

[ Camp. Your kinfm^n, general,— —Shall |ie come 
up? 

G. Melm< By all T means. ,He fray have fome bufi- 
joefs with you ; Til retire into ypur ftudy till ypu have 
ftope wich him ; you know I have my reafops for de- 
joining to fee bjm at prefent. [Exit. 

Camp. How unlucky is this f — ~I muft not tell 
IMelmoth who is fp near; and yet, if I don't, *tis ten 
to one he'll fay Come extravagant thing or other; 
which, if over- heard, may give the general no good 
ppinion of him. 1 wifh my old friend were at Ben- 
gal again only for one half hour, with allmy heart. 



Enttr 
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Enter Toung Melmoth. ., 

T. Mtlm. My dear colonel, how is it.* 

Camp. Nay, how is it with you ? Vou feeir* in rajj* 
tures, and it is riot three hours kgo fince 1 left you ia 
aftate ofdefponclency. 

T; Melm. Ay, you grave rogue, you^you ftane 
to fee a young fellow dejedted at his ill luck in the 
morning, intoxicated with his good fortune before 
noon. Bqt Narcifla's my own, my boy. . 

Camp. Who doubted it ? ' ; 
' T/Metm.^p\ it wou'd have been a facrilege ip 
doubt it.— So that as to my father—r j 

Cumpi Nay, but Mr. Melmoth, nbthjng agafaft 
your father I beg of you. — [Aflde.] The gene'rafwili 
certainly overhear him. — [To Melmotb.] Well, but you 
did not tellNarciffa of your being difinherited ! 

r. Melm. Did not I ?— But I did.. J told her the 
Whole (lory. 

Camp. Thy deuce yau did? 

T* Melm. Without omitting a fingle circumftatKre,. 

Camp. And— and— and— [4fuk. J Egad, I believe ' 
1 had better a(k him no more queft ions. — He&em* 
in ^humour to fay any. thing. 

T. Melm. • And— and-^nd'r-Wfrat a v plague do you 
mean by your and— and— and?— Why do you lopk 15* 
confoundedly ferious ?* What the devil is the* iriatter 
With you ?— Ah, colonel ! colonel ! if *you dki hUt 
know all I . . , 

Crfi»j)/Nay, bytl don't defire' to know all » » ■ 
\Afide!\ This fpark's going to fay fome wild thing or 
other, now. . . ' 

T. 'Nay but you (Kail' know "all; for J came on pur- 
pofe to- tell you. " ' / ^ •" 

Camp. Well th^n, fome other time. 

' F. Melm. No,* no other time Will" do : for T intend 
to be in Scotland by to morrow night, if poifible. 

Camp. In Scotland! 

X. Msfa. 
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TT. Melm. Ay, I am going off with Narcifla ttf 
Scotland, and am come to borrow your chaife, if 
you'll lend it me. 

Camp. And what ajc you going to do there? 

T. Melm. Ha! ha! ha! There's a queftion* I 
thought every body knew what penny-lefs young 
fellows took girls of fortune to Scotland for.— 

Camp. Well, but— 

Y. Melm. Nay, nay, will you lend me your chaife ? 
Til tell you more of the affair by and bv — I fhall 
Want a couple of your fervants, too-, as, tor reaforts 
of ftate, I fhall take none of my own with me. 

Camp. Yes, if J am to fee you again— [Afide.'] any 
thmgto get rid of you now— [TaMelmotb.] but 1 fhall 
certainly fee you again before you go. — 

T. Melm. Certainly.— Certainly. . [Exit. 

Colonel Cdmply folus. 

ToScbtlandl egad, Narcifla has an enterprizing fpirif; 
If the general hath overheard nothing of our conver- 
sion, I rnuft.communicate this piece of intelligence 
to him ; it may perhaps inducfc him to vary his plan 
of operation, and fave them the trouble of the jqurpey. 

Re-enter General Melmoth. 

G. Mel So, colonel, your young friend hath foOn 
left you.— I thought I heard high words within.— 
I hope no new caufe of difcontent ? 

Camp. Ob np, Sir y quite the reverfe.^ Your lively 
kinfman is now as much elated with joy, as he was 
in the morning depreffed with forrow. 

G. Mel. How fo ? He can have heard nothing, 
fure, of the real ftate of his circumftances ! 

Cam. Nothing at all ; but it feems he hath informed 
his miftrefs of his fuppofed lofs of his father's for- 
tune ; and fhe, like a generous girl, hath agreed to 
give him her ovw inftead of it* 
*•-..,"■ G.Melm. 
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' G. Melm. Indeed ! 

Camp. They are juft going to fet off for Scotland ; 
he came to borrow my chaife. 

G. Melm. And-you (hall lend it them, or I will clap 
fix horfes to my own travelling coach, and that (hall 
convey them. I like their fpirit, and would encourage 
their expedition* were the young lady ev'ri my own, 
daughter. • 

Camp. Nay, but, general, why let them take fo 
unneceffary a ftep ?— They will certainly be better 
pleafed, if you fliould difcovcr Mr. Melmoth's real 
lituation, and prevent them*, 

G. Melm. I know not that. No, let them a while 
fehjoy tta faSsfadBon they feel in theit mutual love 
and gratitude. There is mbfe pleafdre in the difplay 
df trae genctofidy, than'inthe £offeffion of mines of 
Weakfr. Lee them procefcd, therefore* cm. their jour*- 
ney. — I warrant it will be a pleafatit one.— lri thfe 
mean tifne* however, if it be neceffafy, HI endea- 
vour to* tefcoacife the young lady's- relations to the 
confequences of it. — But come, I callfed to take yo& 
hbmc «v dinner with me 5 we will there toaft. the 
young couple, and drink fuccefs to their fpirited tti- 
«a-prfztf; {Mx&nt, 



End of thj f tiiKti Act* 
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A C T IV. 

SCENE I. Mrs. MildmayV Lodgings. 

Enter Syllogifrti and Sift, meeting. 

Sift. 

^O, Mr. Syllogifm, you are going to have old 
doings at your houfe, I fuppofe. 

Syllog. No, no, Mrs. Sift; our old doings won't 
do ahy longer - 9 we rauft have new doings now, if 
we intend to keep doing at all. 
. Sift. What do you mean, Mr. SyllogHm ? 

Syllog. Nay, what do you mean, Mrs. Sift, if you. 
come to that ? 

Sift. Mean ! why rejoicings, entertainments, to be 
fure. 

. Syllog. Rejoicings! entertainments! — [dfide.]— Q* 
the jade has heard of our misfortune I find, and has 
a mind to be merry with it. — [To Sift.]— You are 
pleafed to banter, I fee, Mrs. Sift. — Pray what ihould 
we rejoice at ? 

Sift. Rejoice at ! why, the arrival of Mr. Melmoth^s 
father from the Indies — Have you not expedted him 
any time thefe fix months ? 

Syllog. Oh, yes ; and he fet out from thence, it 
feems, near a twelvemonth ago ; but which road he 
took, or whether he is arrived at his journey's end, 
is at prefent a little problematical ! 

Sift. Problematical ! I am fure you fcholars, Mr, 
Syllogifm, are very pragmatical. Will you perfuade 

me 
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me I did not hear the bells ring for him this morn- 
ing? 

Syllog. The bells ring for him ! O !ud ! only think 
of tolling the bell at Bach for a man who died at 
Bengal! 
. Stft. Dead ! Sir ! What would you irifinuate ? 

Syllog. What you know* I find, as w#ll as I, and 
therefore I may venture to tell you. — My old mafter 
is dead* and hath hft my young one. nothing to live 
upon. 

- Sift. Nay, nay, Mr. Syllogifm, I fee you have a 
mind to banter me now; but come, to bufinefs. 
You have brought fomething for Narciffa, I fup- 
pofe. 

Syllog. Yes, I have got a letter for her. 
Sift. — [Takes the letter, turns it about, and holds it 
Up to the light.] — Why there's no reading this letter 
. without opening it 1 

Syllog. What do you think it is fcaled up for, but 
td hinder you ? 

5///. Pooh ! I would not give a farthing to carry 
fuch letters. Sealed \ What did you never open a 
Jetter without breaking the feal ? Did you never talce 
off the impreffion on wax, nor coax it with a hoc to- 
bacco-pipe? s 

Syllog. No, Mrs. Sift, 'they are arts I have not 
been bred to* 

Sift. Well, I have done it an hundred times, who 
;^was never bred to th* arts at all : though 1 remem- 
ber I once loft the beft place I ever had in my life, for 
breaking open a letter, and fealing it up again with 
my thimble. 

Syllog. And defer vedly. 

Sift. Yes, I paid for my peeping that time, it^s 
true ; but I fhould have done it, had ! been to die for 
it. I am aftonifhed to think how any body can have 
ft little curiofity, 2s not to long to know every thing 
that other people want to keep from th*m. 

\ z v Syllog; 
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SyUog< I w&$\d as feon put tny haod into fflfr 
matter's purfe, as pry into his fecrets; and thinjcia 
fervent d^fcrvgs to be banged as mush fqr the spe as 
the other. 

Sift. That is, if it be done with intent to betray 
them, $Ar. fyljQgifo) ; but othenwife— and ytt 9 to 
be fure> ope jdpes fpraepimw do a deal of *nif£hief 
by getting into fpgreRs by halves; but thftt is ibe 
fjauit of png's mailer* and miftrdfes, you kpow, in 
not trufting us with the whole. — You will not pmepd 
.to teli las, howeyer, $at you h^ve np curioftty to 
know your mafl^rYbiifit^efs. < 

Ijiyttog. faith I have no curiofity to know more 
than he thinks proper to intruft me with. I ha^e 
plague and trouble enough with that ; if J knew lefs, 
I (hould live a n?i|ch eafier life : for whpt between 
his t m,oney~m«uters and fhofe of his raiftrefe, which 
you know, Sift, are both ticklish affairs, I baye bjut 
a yery'froubtefojpg tifrtf ori't. 

\WhiTe Syllogifm is fpeaking, Sift is looking at the 
letter, and turning tt about in her band. 

Sift. T here . jnuft be fomething very curious, Syl- 
logifm, jn fbis letter, it is doubled into fo marfy 
pleats, apd folded up as carefully as the Welch-man?s 
guinea — there is certainly fomething choke in it. 

Sylkg. fiy, all love I ftjppofe, Sift. 

Sift. Love ! eh ! — that's choice ftuflf, to be ford ! 
~Well, I fee the direftjpn. 

Sytteg: And ypu'jl deliver it iafely— you underftand 
me — you need pot be 3t the trouble of quartering my 
.ntafcr's cQaf Qf arms tyith the milliner's. 

Sift. Of the thimble! no, upon my honour.*— 

Syllog. You fee the creft-is a- lion rampant, beware 
of the top of your middle finger. 

Sift. Nay, iJut when I fay upon my honour, Mr. 
:Syll<^i.frn.' . 

Syllsg. I beg yojur hortour's pardon, Madam. TjQ 

be fure, after having fo frankly confeffed its infill- 

ence over your curiofity irf thefe cafes, ft wou*d be 

* crue| 



cruel to diftruft you. —{$$**$ ivgPcs p^t.] If I had 
^ l0teriig^Mi.l*)^ev€/, I wpuWlap foon leave it 
twitb ite prater of ihe Public Adwf d%r. [£#i/. 

Stfz folus. 

'• They think they ^re rrjighty clofe here — It is .writ- 
ten witirlemon : juice, furely I -Wejl I h?ve a trick 

*jfpr that ; my miftrefs ftian t fet me upon the enqOiry 

for ndtjiijig* I am too good a fervaju for that toor- . 

*Ha! our young ladies coming this toay! — I am detei*- 

minq3 to have another peep at \t 7 be the cpnfequencie 

* what it will. . [Exit. 

Enter Narcifia and Sophia."! 

- Nm* YMh rqp-Uy Spphia,. Jthis is fonjething ex- 
ftaQmiowy^ W% ft^u'd *#*<a.jtip tutqr me, far 
,$#&€$ iepfie jsq giy j*anw, ip the preference I give to 
^rvM?i«QPth; tet^ ppt &£, 'sill this yery day, al- 
ways apprp^4^M§:add/effpsj. 
. v £#&r Therefore J m afraid, Narciffe, Aie has feme 
; J^$ter rga^ns for her fuddea change pf behaviour 
than you are aware of: at lead I (hw?d be for coni^ 
iag tp a farther /expiation witfj htr feefpre I took fo 
irretrievable a ftep.4s.yw are goiogjn^ppfi^er^fljf todo. 
Narc. Oh ! my dear, we fliall take a great many 
fteps before we get tp Scotland. We (hall not be 
acrofs the Tweed fo foon as we might be at the next 
pari(h church- I &all have time to tonfider of it 
ag^in and again, therefore-, before the bu&aefs is done 
yet.— Nay, I can afiure you that even when we get 
there, if I fhou'd not happen to be perfeftly of die 
^opinion J an) ;n at prefent, we may come back again 
no wifer than we fee out. If the matrimonial appa- 
ratus does not wear a very agreeable afpeft— if Mefs- 
John does not put on one pf hj& beft faces, and his 
slcaneft; band i-r-or-nr 

Soph. 
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I Soph. Nay, but be ferious. 

Narc. Well* lam: and fay a* I did before* that 
•if there were really any thing wrong in what I adi 
going to do, you fhou'd be the laft pcrfon in the 
world, my dear Sophy, to diffuade me from it, 

&$&rWhyfo? 
_ Narc. Becaufe I fliould never liften to a le&ure od 
disobedience from one as difobedient as myfelf. 
* Soph. How! cannot I entertain a proper regard for 
colonel Camply, without incurring the guilt of dis- 
obedience ? I don*t intend to run away with him, or 
even to marry him, without my father's content. 

Narc. Not unleft he refufes to give it you ; there is 
flo otcafion for't, my dear. But if by a proper re- 
gard, you mean that the colonel is in poffeffion of 
your heart, I Wattant your hand will foon follow. 
And, tfao* you may want courage to fcamper away to 
-the North, before you come of age* you may only 
have juft patience enough to ftay in the South 'till 
you do ; when we lhall find you fneaking into the 
-back-door of Walbrook-church, or St. Swithins, to 
commit the like horrid fin of difobedience. 

Soph. I find, my dear, there i$ no talking to you 
on this fubjeft : fo, like a naughty girl, you muft g(> 
•on your own way, 

' Narc. And you, like a naughty girl, Sophy* 
^wou'd go my way too, if you dar'd; 

Enter Sift. 

Sift. The devil take the inventors of fealing-wax, and 
inviftble ink; — I can pick nothing out of this letter-*- 
,fo I think 1 may as well give it to my young miftrefi. 
It fhe can read it, I may pofiibly pick fomeching of It 
out of her, and that will do as well. — A letter for yow y 
Madam, ogives Narcijfa the letter *\ 
Narc. From Mr. Melmothi 
Sift. Yes, Madam. % 

N& : c* 
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Narc. You will exgufe me, Sophy, I rouft go and 
read my billet-doux * it may pofi&bly require an an^ 
fwer. [$xitji 

Sift. [Speaking afide as fhe follows Narcijfa.] Sq J--now 
For a peep over the left fhoulder.— — Let; the writing 
be but any how vifible, and if young madam reads 
any more of it than I, why then, I am grown flior^ 
fighted— -that's all {&*** 

Sophia folus, 

* ■ * 

Was ever any thing fo determinedly inconfidcrate? 
t-and yet Narc iffa does not want for prudence, when the 
vivacity of her temper will fuffer her to make ufe of 
it, — I wifh I coofd any how prevent this ralh expedir 
lion, without beting the confidence fhe has placed 
inmc. ' ' . . [Exit* 

SCENE II- Tie Parade. 

Enter Lord Courtly and FurnivaJ, 

Court. Urge this affair no farther, Furnival. I can 
be of nofervice to you init.— 1 have confulted my heart f 
and find it repugnant to all my fenuments. The love I 
bear Narcifla, and the regard due to my own honour, 
both forbid it. 

Furn. Give me leave to fay, my lord, your fcruples 
are too refined for a man lb well acquainted with the 
world. 

Court. Yes, barrifter, I know the world too well 
to facrificc fb much of my own happinefs, cither to ' 
its pleafures or opinions, as I have done. 

Furn. But if your lordfliip has no. hopes of Narcifli f 
what obje&ion can be made to your repairing your 
fortune by marrying another ? Surely* my lord, net* 
thcr the laws of love or honour forbid this ! 

Court. Perhaps not-,— ; but I feel an invincible re* 
Ju&ance to the fttikitig my addrcfies dfewhere> It is 

true, 



$4 f H £ W f b 6 # ; b W'i F r & 

trug, NafciflzT tt&Mf rittei rite rid 4 ^neoWraefetftttitj 
But' her moChfer is- ftiH rfiy ffidntf; dfrt! rfff*(fe ftrd 
fiopes that Jbrnething may turn out in my favour: I 
have even jtift ribW' received a nifefikgfe ftbtii hti> dtffir- 
Jng to fee me ift £Ee~ eVeniilg, oh particillarbiriinfelS.iii 
\V ho knows wfcaf rrtay h£v£ h&ppt»nfed ? .BUt tie it j& 
it may, Icanfflrt refold td dfevtte rfiyfcflf to ^ititfieiv 
•fiirit be impoflible for Narcifla tb be rriine; ^ - 

Furn. And your loydftiip is determined to decline 
the obliging offers of Mr. alderman Lombard, with 
iegardf to thcmOney- matters I wafe^eftkk^pf^, 

Court. Ifthey aremadeonapreftinrptiorttha^ 1 dull 
fervte htm where I havfe n&ther the powflf nor incli- 
nation. - > ^ / , / 

Fitrn.l ach heartily forry for it* my lord ; as this 
is riot the way to pay off the mortgage or* you t 
eftate. 

Court. Then it-moft rernaiix ^unpaid, barriftex^ 'till 
a more honourable method offers for its difcharge. 

- — [Exit. 

Furnival foks*; 

His lordlHp is in one of his moral mood$ t<May. 
**-r— I muft refume the fubjeft at a gayer tm!tf£ntf^ 
And yet Pm half afraid he's loft. — -Thcffe ptffritfl 
attachments td the fex ate the ruin of iriS*y. .* ti^ble 
fpiric. While he Was oflly a gsnenil IpVfcrj he was 
the moft enterprizing genius on the turf.— ^Biat 
■faow n. » 'Tis ftrange'-, but We fomefteie^ find it 
jn the power of onb virtuous woman tb refotm in a 
few months what the libferttne patt of both fcxes havfc 
.been labouring to corrupt for years; ; u h . M .Thefe 
modeft wenches make a£ many converts as the ffce- 
thodift parfops*^— Whom have we here^thevefy 
ladies in queftion, as I live !— and engaged in barneft 

difeburfe 1 — It may be worth liftcntag: to ; ■ ■ - 

< 1 have an excellent knack of hearing at a diftance. 

[Retires. 
Enter 
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-Enter Narcifla and Sophia. 

i S6pb+ And you are realty .determined* Nafcffifc, t& 
put this wild fcheme in execution. - ' ; 

" Narc. Pbfitlvely, my dear Sophia.— — t ffiall not 
break* my word with Mr. Melmoth, if he keep hid 
with me. We are to^have your colonel's chaife wait^ 
kig for. us at the town's end. J fhatt jt>ft go ta 
the rooms with you for form's fake, and fee you fet 
iii for cards, and then vanifh ;. flip into a chair, and 
be with my fpark in a twinkling : leaving you, my 
dear* or your- colonel, to make the belt apology you 
can for me to my mama.-* — — I have left a ftioit one 
indeed myfelf in a letter (he will find on her return in 
the evening. * \ \ / , 

x $*pb. As you have made me yoiii; confident, my 
dear, I fliall not betrajr you. But I' cdnnbt fay I ap- 
prove 6f this ftep. Indeed I re#Iy think it unrfeCd- 
fary.' 1 l tm certain y6tfr mama might be brought! 
to give her conferit to your marriage. 

Narc. Nay then there Js the lefs harm,, my. dear^ 
irt going to be married without it* If flie has no ob- 
jections, you know, but what might be removed by 
Ibiicimtion, the felicitation would be merely a matted 

of forol, a- pieceiof cfrildidi ceremony.- Belidcs, 

frty d*ar Sophy, to anfwer all your petty fcruples 

about difcrbediegce at once, I am t detero\ine4 ^n the 

thing- precifdy,' >becaule I* would not 'be dffobe- 

dient. 

•v ##.vA?<; -make thfct oitt, Narciffa: * • 

Narc. Very pjably„ i ^ ■ ,. ■ My .nrianaa has not 
yet pofitively told me (lie would not have me marry 
Mrl J^elmoth,:-r— ^on the contrary, Aehas hitherto 
encouraged.*' his addrefle* : but as I Ibrewdly fufpeft 
fie mijght tell me fb in plain terms, the next time we 
tonvfcrfe on the fulled, I don*t intend to give her an 
opportunity- of laying me under any fuch injnnftion. 
■ * Becaufe, in-ttat cafe, you know, it tfouM be 
%w " K downright 
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downright difobedicnce to ad diredly agalnft her 
pofitive commands; - 

Sipb. Well; for fuch a mad-cap, thou art cer- 
tainly a very extraordinary cafuift.— — -So joy go with 
you. 

Nard \ warrant it will. I only wiih wc may bring 
it back again ; and make it lad as long as the wed- 
ding ring and the parfon's benizon hold us together. 
——So come along. . [Exeunt. 

Re-enter Mr. Furnival. 

So, fo,~ fo — *- Here's an affair broke out ! — — 
What will his fcrupulous lordfhip fay to this ?- 



Egad, we juft nicked the time. The bird is feathered* 
and juft on the wing. But the lime and the twigs 
will be ready, my dear. No, no, my pretty flut- 
tered you muft not take flight, and leave us yet, 
neither.— ^— What if I worked by ftratagem, and en- 
trapped my little lapwing in her own lnare. ■ ■ 
Her chairman may poflibly be prevailed on to 

iniftake the place of rendezvous. If I can bus 

tfecoy her to his lord&ip's apartments, he may fct 
her at liberty himfelfj if he cnufes it. It is a pretty 
Canary-bird, and would become a gilt cage mightily. 

SCENE III. Mrs. MildmayV Ltdgings. 

Bitter Airs. Mtldmay, ( witb an open Utter in bet 
band) followed ^ Sift and Sufiin. 

Mrs. Mild. To Scotland ! and with young Mel- 
moth— rafii, unadvifed girl !— —Difpatch fomebody 
to colonel Camply. TeU him I muft fpeak with him 
inftantly, on bufinefs of the utmoft cenfequence. 

Sufan. Yes f Madam* ' [Exttl 

MrZ 
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4 Mrs. Mid. Oh! Narciffa! 

[Walking about in difordet. 

Sift. But why, Madam, fhould you make yourfelf 
fo very tfneafy ? Mr. Melmoth is a worthy youngs 
gentleman. 

Mrs. Mid. Talk not to me of his worth ■ ■ ■ 

Sift. And the young people, heaven blefs them ! 
were paflionately fond of one another. > 

Mrs. Mild. Ah ! too paflionately— 

Sift. Then Mr. Melmoth is— 

Mrs. Mild. You know not what he is, Sift : nor 
can I tell you. 

Enter Servant. r 

Strv. My lord Courtly, Madam* 
' Mrs. Mid. Shew him up. [Exit fervant. 

See that colonel Camply«be foun4 -immediately, Sift. 
: , > ' ^ • lExit&ft. 

... . • - , 

Enter Lord Courtly. 

Oh ! my lord,l am the mflft terrified and diftrefled 
of women. The delight of my heart, the wiih of 
yours, my darling Narciffa — — 

Court. Narcifla! what of Narcifla, Madam? you 
alarm me beyond exprcflion. Surely no accident-— 

Mrs. Mia. Yes, the moft <$readful accident ! - 

in the moft fudden and unacpe&cd manner is flxc gone 
off with young Melmoth for Scotland, 

Court. Then are my hopes at an end. »' 

Mrs. Mid. Not fo, my lord, if their defign be 
prevented. They cannot be got far as yet. Your 
lordfhip will affift me in immediately purfuing them. 
1 Court. If my preventing Narcifla 9 ! marriage with 
Mr. Melmoeh might induce her to beftow her heart 
on me; Madam, you might comtnahd me : but I fear 
beatt* are not to be transferred, and fhe has- now 
K z given 



6$ TH& W I QOW'P WIP $. 

given a fufficient proof Qti whom '(he has freely "be- 
ftoweci herau 1 caftnot therefore think of robbing 
another of what he has fp good a -right: to poffefs, 
becaufe I had not the merit of ar fuccefsful rivals "* 

Mrs. Mild. Alas, my Iprd, Mr. Meln>oth can be 
noxixaL * - T * 

/ Court. You flattered me indeed, - Madam f with the 
'difcovery of a qircumftance in my favour. , - - 

Mrs Mid,. It is this very cireumftance, my lprd, 
that aggravates ray prefect diftrcfles; ?$ I jiqvit ffear s 
ihat, inftead pf cbntributiqg.tQ yqut hagpinefs* it will 
only tend to my mifery. 
• Court. What is it then, Madam ? * 

Mrs, Mild. In the prefent fituation of things, my 
lord, I cannot refufe to impart it to you ; though I 
have reafon for concealing it a while from all^the 
yorld. befidcs. -^Mr. Melmoth is — Narciffa k s brQ- 
tfier. 

' Court. Narcifla's brofhef !"• - 
m% -Mrs. Mild. By the mod providential me^ns, I this 
d&y difcovered it ; therefore, my lord— r— 

1 Court. Nay, Madam* if. that, he "the cafe ; but 

are you certain 1 - , 

' : Mrs. Mild.' Moft certain • v V—r therefore jrtdke na 
delay,- Narqiffa cannot be Mr, Meimoth'srt &e.may 
be yours, and be -happy, ~ — All dejtenda 9» the 
moment.: :.* ! ' / . . >.•.., 

Court. Then depend Qn*t, Madam, I M#\ g\H 
•you a good account of tuy time t - You.r fesvapes wil| 
affift me. to. procure the -means of pucfirit, a«dr be 
aflfured you (hall fpeedily hear from me. . .> 

.Mrs. Mild. /One thing more,: my: lord/ If either 
perfuafion \6r fauce, mayefiSb$ their r&uM, let .the 
cireumftance of their affinity be>3$yet kept afecrqt 
from them. 1 have particular reafons for ifc> . i 

Court. I (hall obey your commands, Madam. {Exit. 

Mrs. Mild. Who waits there ? John ! Tht>m4s!! 

attend upon his lordfhip.— — ^Well* uowlirp (brno- 

'♦thing eafier. .' The Jncorifiderate. fugitives will be 

• -^r ^ .* over- 
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overtaken. Inconfiderate indeed! but alas, had. it 
been otherwife, how innpcent had been their crime ! 
Yet happy is it, that, through all the various acci- 
dents of life, there is an over-ruling providence, 
which often preferves us, from the ill confequences 
£ven of our own indifcretions. [Exit, 

* * " • ■ . 

SCENE IV. A Street near Lord Courtly's Houfe. 

Enter Furnival, difguifed in a Cloak, followed by a 
chair v with the curtains drawri. 

. Furn, This way, Patrick.— *[In a low voice, and exit, 
lfl Cbairmr Which, way your honour pleafes. 
idCbairm. Ay, I thought young madam would 
not be after- going out of town to-night, [ExeunL 

. . Enter Syllogifm,. half drunk. 

Syllog. What a roundabout way have thiefe fel- 
lows taken ! but I was only bid to follow them, and 
and fo, }te, pre, fcquar.— [Geing tiff y flops jbort.]-- 
Kfey <foy ! they turn inpo a houfe ! .Sure that is 

more than we bargained for.- 1 hope there is no 

miftake here.— — 'Drinking- to before deprefies the 
judgment, though it elevates the imagination.: if 
potation, however, deprives a man of his difcretiort, 
it gives him courage tq face the peril it leads him 
into. v Not that I am fo tipfy as to be vety valiant 
neither, though I did get rather a cup too much in 
waiting, ere the dog-trotting fcoundrels were put in 

motion. But I have claffical authority for taking 

<a cheariuljgtafs in the evening, Ut vices poenam dc 
polib^ incipe c«iam, - 



#*# 
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Enter young Mclmoth. 

- T.Melm. Syllogifm! What are you doing here ? 
Where is Nareifia? Did not I bid you watch her 
coming out of the rooms, and follow her chair ? 

Syllog. You did, Sir, and fo 1 have. It is juft gone 
htta that houfe. r * 

T. Melm. Into a houfe ! you muft have miftakeir 
Jboae other ehair for her's. What a blockhead ! why 
you're half drunk j— you can't fee. 

Syllog. No, no, Sir, it is no deception; asfureas 
yojj'ftand there, 1 few the chair, that brought Nar- 
eifia from the rooms go into that houfe. 

iE.Melm. Is*t poffibk ! For heaven's fake who 
Jives there ? ; t 

Syllog. Why, Sir, that I was pofing myfelf about* 
when you came in. •• • ••-'■.,• 

T. Melm. As I live, lord County's old lodgings. 
-' SyltegrYcSy Sir, and now I recoHeft, I beheve' v his 
ncw.oDes too. I think I faw feme of !his fervanti 
^bo.ut the door to-day. 

:T.Melm. W«s fhe > brought hither by her own di- 
rection? 

tSylhg. Faith, Sitf, I qmY tell •, but it certainly 
muft be with her own content, or otherwife fhe would 
have prevented it; 
. T.Melm, And why did pot you ? ■ . ~- 

Syliog. Nay; 6ir y you know my orders were only 
rtb-fee the chair fefe where it was carried to,' and there 
: to*4c^ve it. So, Sfr, I walked a . chalk after it, as 
;ftill as a mo^fe jail \tfoeway. - •» 

•:-, T.iMdm.&vt yiiu knew whither it vas going, 
^vhy did not you make the fallows. keep ftrait for- 
ward. 

Syllog . Upon my word. Sir, I found it a little difs 
f cult to keep quite ftrait forward myfelf. Bcfidfcs, 
Sir, I thought thofe fellows muft know their way 
jitxxit the towfi better th$n I di& 
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T. Melm. What can be the meaning of this ? Sure* 
Narcifla does not intend to jilt me ! to give her hand 
to lard Courtly after all ! O no ! that is impofiible. 
: [Goes to the fide ef the fce#e> and, looks atththoufej 

Syllog. Impoflible ! ah, Sir 1 fo you faid, you knowy 
when you- heard of your father's death ; but, under 
correction, Sir, it is juft as poffible fpr a.youngladyi 
to give away her heart, a$ for ail old gentleman to 
give up the ghoft.— Inconftancy and intemperance 
are both fatal in their confequences ;— ±[Hitttps]— -Bud 
then thofe confequences are fo very common, that 
there are matches broke off, and funerals performed 
to every part of England daily ; and for that matter, 
Sir, under corre&ion— ^— t 

r T. Mtlm. Ha !• the door opens ! ftand back, Sy i- 
logifm, fomebody is coming. : n 

[T^key retire to the back eftbefcems 

Narcifla and Furnival. ' » 

Narc.* [Speaking entering.] — ^-1 infift upor* 
going, Sir ; let go my hand, Sir ; What is the mean- 
ing of this infolence ? . > 

Furn. You muft not rifle the danger, Madam,/ofi 
going at this time of night alone. 

ffarc. I can be no where in fo much danger as in 
(laying with you. 

Furn. Nay, but Mr. Melmoth wiH be here imme- 
diately, Madam. 
• \'T+ Metm. [Coming forward.] He is here : akeaclyySir; 

Fftrn. Ha! * 

> Narc. Oh ! Mr. Melmoth what -a villainous trrc£ 
has been play 'd us ? 

T. Melm. Pray, Sir, how came this lady here?* 
and to what purpofe ? < - 

t Furn. You (hou'd ask that of one of the chairmeti : 
who brought her, Sir j and the other of the lady who 
dpubtlefs direded them. : , : ^ • 

« .,*$*. MefaoComCi Sir, no fhuffling. ' How came 
you to meotion my name, as a pretence for- Staining. 
.Ui/:> her? 
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her ?-^JE5tpeft to be called to a fevere decountfor 
fhis piece of treachery. • - ; •■- ' : ; ' 

ISrnf. Faith, Sir, my defign was merely to oblige 
my friend lord Courtly; in preventing the lady's 
elopement. 

T. Melm. And what right had either ybu or he* 
Sir, to pry into, or controul her a&ions ? 
< Furn. Nay, Sir, I fhall not enter into the mattW 
of right, as the lady has nothing to complain of, Hut 
being prevented committing an aft of difobedience.*^- 
But, yonder I fee comes my ton! himfelf with the fer- 
tants of the family, to 'conduct the young lady hdfrie, 
t T.Meltn. Confufionf.how cou'd we be thus be* 
tray'd? 

-'Narc* Befray r d ' indeed t and by what infamous 
means! I did not think my lord Courtly cou'd have 
defcended'toMbchbafenefs, or my mama have abet- 
ted it. But they (hall reap no advantage from the fuc- 
cefs of it. ■ 7 Lead the way, Mr. Melmoth^and 
FU follow you thr6ugh all oppofition. ' — -•-• \ 
' • .T. Melm. Syllbgifov ftartd to your arms* \ * ■ .i i . 

Syllog. Yes, Sir, and I'll make any bbdyelfe ftand 
too, t or faD, tjiat offers to bioteft you. 

[Bran£fiin£ d chdtft. 

• . Enter Lord fCourtlj rwitb fervants* 

m Court. Ha* Narcifia! and Mr. Melmoth! fortu- 
nate encounter.. [To^tbefervants.] Stand back till 

you are called for. • ' . " [Servants retire, 

T. Melm. Perhaps not fo fortunate as yotr imagifte* 
mylprd*-^— . ' •' 

Courts For you. I am fure it is.: and as for myfelf r 
tjie fervice Tmay -do you both, will at leaft entitle me 
tp youf gr^tiwde. ' 

jNar<. If you are ferious, ray lord, your abfurdtty 
borders on impertinence -, if you mean tabe itonical 
you are extremely ridiculous, 
• : :.. 4 " Court. 
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: C^frrA I flatter myftlf, Madgm, you will fpon 
fchink qtfierwife j and that however unfuccefsful I have 
hitherto been* I fljall, for my affiduity to night, btf 
fW*^ded with your good opinion. 

iV^rr. Indeed, my* lord, you areegregioufly miftak- 
0), Wh*t extravagance ! Tq employ your bafe para- 
foe to decoy iflc toyour hpufe^ and flitter yourfclf tc* 
jp^in. my good opinion of it. Indeed,, indeed, my 
tard. this is one of the grcateft inftances of felf-adula- 
[ tion I ever met with. 

.£<?#/, Jpecoy you to my houfe, Madam ! I don't 
jladerftajid you, 

.^ Fury. Indeed, Madam ! — (To Nani/fa*] j fan an* 
fwer for his lordfliip's innocence ift that particular. 

Narc. Ye?, yts* wq (hfltt setfairdy t&e your wprd 
for his innocence. 

. JT. .&&/#. Be prep&ned, SKf, t$ anfwer for your own 
«MJi» come, Narriffa,— \offmng to go], we lqfe tiift** 
. Q*rf« [interpojhig*'] Let We ii^treat yQun0ttol# 
tOQ precipitate Mrs. MUdnjsiy entreats, ?ay, jnfiftst 
th^t you will proceed no fenhei without cpnfuki^j - 
your friends**—^— 

T. Melm. Qtte ^wliikh, Jpre/uriie, i$ toJf>e yo»f 
jpKidfliip. No, no, my lord, we have loft too muck 
time byyourcoiitrivan§5 *if?^yr*~^ThcrefQre fond 
afide, if you pleafe. 

Court, Nay, tjotferyt»irowiifaji^^— 

N*rc> For our bwji fakes, xpy lord, or jrour*$l t 
Ha, ha, h* ! : . 

Court* This is no place to enforce my own preten- 
tions ; I a£fc now only in obedience to Mrs. Mildm*y $ 
who charged me, to fty> thtt.aU law$ hy man .and di- 
vine, dppofe your union. 

• T* Melm* Very pathetic ind*eq< *y tord J Hstf 
ha, to! 

Jfyf*. [AJide.] Second his motw~r~fa youpg Mel* 
tooth.] Yes, Sir, and as the lady is a minor, th?|awf 
tfJfogkwUoo ■ r » 

1^ gMhq 
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T. Mclm. Oh, Sir, we fhall not venture to break 
the laws of England, 'till we get into Scotland : fa 
that you may fpare your rhetorick. 

Court. On my honour, Madam, you eannot be the 
wife of Mr. Melmoth. 

Nare. But I fuppofe I might be your's, tny lord, 
if I afpired to that dignity j and fa in return for you* 
extraordinary friendfhip I promife you, that when I 
find I cannot be Mr. Melmoth's, I will give my hand 
to your lordfhip. 

Court ; If I mould take you at your word, Madam. 

Narc< I will certainly keep it, and fo now, I hope* 
you'arel&tisfied. [Going. 

Court. But Narciffa! ) 

Nare. Yourhvimbfe fervant, niy lord. 

Court. Mr. Melmoth ! * 

• ¥. Meltn. My lord, your moft obedient — Gome 

Narciffa, well take this way poor iofd Courtly* 

Ha-,*ha>, ha!; [£**> young Melmo0> and Namjfa. 

« Court. Madnefs and folly ! How rdfh and refdute? 
At all hazard they muft be prevent^. Mrs. Mild- 
may muft unfold the fecret :T - Advance there—Bar- 
rifter, ptfrfiie and detain them* tttl 1 return with the 

lady*a mother, • [Exit: 

: Sum. Follow me* . [Furmval and fervants going to 
advance. 

Syllog. [advancing.'] Hold, hold, Mr. Barrifter, 
nbt a ^ep farther, if you pleafe— a—^and you, • gentle- 
men, keep back I charge you, as you fet a ftore by 
your refpedive pericraniums. — [Bfandijhing his cudgel* 
the fervants- make ajhew ofrefifiing with their Jikks. - 

• Burn.* What does the fellow mean ? • ' 
Syllog. Pll fhew you that, Mr. Lawyer. {Throwing 

up en his great coat* andjhewing a plunder bufs flung over 
bis (boulders.] Do you fee this curious piece of ca- 
fuiftry ? it contains very weighty reafons agairtft you, 
I afore you. • •• • « 

Furn. A blunderbufs loaded with Hugs, I fuppofel 
a powerful way of arguing ijpdeed ! 
t — - • * > Sylfog. 
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Syllog. This, Sir, is the ultima ratio dialcaici, and 
and is the moft effe&ual argumentum ad hominem ia 
the whole fyftem of logic. 

[Prefents tbejiiece to Jbe fervant^ wboftart bach 

Turn. Is the man mad, or drunk? 

Serv. Be which he will, Sir, we had better retire, 
for fear of mifchief. , *...,, 

Syllog. Yes', Sir, you fiad better tike good advice, 
and retire, for fear of mifchief. 

Furfu Wou'd the wretch commit murder ? 

Syllog. Not downright murdrum, Mr. Barrifter, as 
you wou'd call it ; but being a little inebriated, one's 
hand is liable to (hake, and this dajnned trigger here 
has no catch. [Plays with the lock of the piece, with 
the mouth turned towards' FurnivaL] Betides, Sir, I 
am placed here uj^oa duty -, and by aH *he ruks of 
%ar and tagip, . if ,yau proceed vi et arrois, I mull 
oppofe you by thefa(ne mode qf ratiocination; there- 
fore give up the point, ye fcoundrek, [Turning round* 
and pnefenting \tbe piece at tbe fervants] or I will fee 
fly fuch a fhower of majors, and minors among you, 
that (hall make you tremble for the conferences. 

. '• "•■•••-•• ' [Tbe fen/ants run off. 

v Furn. What, all gone ! then I think I may as well : 
withdraw my plea too. His lordfhip will certainly be 
xionfuked. [Suedkstff. 

Syllogiftn foius. 

• So! the enemy hath made his retreat, and the 
day's my own. Egad I think I have dtfplayed my 

prowifs pretty well here, — -I hope by this time 

my general hath carried off the fpoils of the field, and 
tben I Ihall have nothing to do but make an end of 
toy fupper, and fing Te deum for the victory — ^ 
with a health to the. King. — Tol de rol, tol de rol. — 
\Sboulders bis blunderbufs andftruts off y faging 
tbe tune of tbe Belleijle manb. 

£k t D OF THE FOURTH ACT. 

h % '"- ACT 
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S. C E N E the parade. 
Enter gehtral Melmoth, and colonel Camply. ,." . 

"'■ • " •■ ■ • : ' ; ' h 

Central Mtlnoib. f 

X :M AT was unlucky* colonel— and fo the young 

foik$ were intercepted in thifeir flight. 

6. Camp. By the lady's mother, Sir ; who, being- 
early informed of their intention, Was by the aid and 
advice of lord Courtly at the place of rendezvous be^ 
fope thfcni Far my own jialt, apprehenfive that tay* 
affiftante would be called for, 1 purpofeiy kept out of: 
the way. ; 

G. Mel. And how takes my kinfman his rival's in- 
terpofition in this affair ? Have you feen him to 
<fey ? 

C. Cam. Jpft now, and horribly mortified at. hbi 
difappointment, I affare you. He juft difpatch'd v 
note to lord Courtly. .... 

G. Met. A phalange! ha! colonel!— a mettled; 
fpal-kr But we muH: have no fighting, if it can be d$- [ 
Cfcntly prevented : the confequences may be fatal. 

C. Cam. I don't fee how Mr. Melmoth can recede^ 
general ; he muft call his |ord(hip to account for his ; 
Jaft night's mifbehaviour. v 

G. Mel. Well, but you may be his fecond, cobfte!^ 
and prolong the ceremonials 'till I have had fome 
ta|k with the young lady's mother; I promifed yef- 
terd^y to endeavour to conciliate matters wi{h her re- 
IfttioftH ksdfiie g 0j * c $F with my kinfman to Scot-? 
■ . ~ -\ - land $ 
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land v I tan do no toft than try how fat my influence 
may extend now. If Mrs. Mlldmay's obje&iohs ttf 
-young Melmoth be ffidrtly founded on his Aippofed 
*ant of fortuity they are readily obviated * atfd 
lord Courtly be as you fay, a nian of fenle ah4 
principle, he will give up the point; kiid rto longei 
endeavour to divide two young people* whofe hearts 
feem form'd for each other. O) here come* Mr! 
^Alderman Lombard. 

& jfeft/. I had a meeting with him laft night, to 
fettle ttfetrafinef* of my ettcutorfhip ; When I toblutrf 
opportunity to mention your affair with hk daughter, 
Sophia 5 ai alfo your ele&iorteering bufinrfi ; in which 
he does not meet with the encouragement he efcpe&ed ? 
fo that you • may not find him fb fefra&dty at yotf 
imagined.— I have taken feme fteps towards ycteft 
MecmdllMiM^ 

C. Cm. This is fb kind and obliging in you, ge4 
aeral — 1*. . .T . 

G. Mel. Nay, «o oompllments, «iy dear cotortef? 
While, dead to family -eonnetions myfelf, I live but fo* 
the fervice of my friends. * * 

» . * . • 

Enter a/^1^0 Lombard, .. * ^ 

Good- morrow, Mr. Alderman.— 

IjQmb. Good morrow to you, general.**-f U Q&iffy) 
your hijmble fcrvant, Sir. • ' 

,G. Mil Colonel Camply, Mr. Lombard, a gander 
man extremely defirous of a more intimate acquaint* 
ance with you. 

Ldtnb. I know it, Sir.— Tho' a ftranger to his per* 
fcn, I am none to his name, and pretentions.— 

G. Mel To both which, Sir, I hope you will fooa 
be reconciled. 

Lomb. I don't know that, Sir.— You fet up for a 
borough, it feems, that I want to get for myfelf* 

C. Cam. I do, Sir, at % he general requeftof the con- , 
flfcuents,- i 
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Lcmb. And you put up for a daughter too/ whom 
♦perhaps I have a mind to keep to myfelf. 

G. Mel. What, if you can difpofe of her to advan- 
' tage, and make her happy in a good hufband, Mr* 
Lombard! No, no. I dare fey you are too good a 
father for that. 

Lamb. Why, to be fure, general, if Icould promote 
her happinefs, and my influence in the borough at the 
fame time — .-.-.' 1 

G. Mel. Both which I dare fay you will, in concilia- 
ting matters with my friend, the colonel. You own£ 
Mr. Lombard, the force of the arguments I made ufe 
of laft night. — I (hall now, therefore, leave thedifcuf- 
fion of the matter to yourfelves •, having fome bufi- 
*efe of confequence to difpatch elfe where. -.-Mr.: L$n3k 
feard* your mpflj obedient.^7-^ ,. {.Exif. : 

Jjomb. General, yourfervant. — Well, young 'gentle- 
titan, what is it you hive to prppbfe ? ' r y ■ 

C. Cam. Sir, if you pleafe to ftep to my lodging 
■ypi may^there^taljc the matter over a littje. 7 
,. ^«^. Lcpk'ye, Sir, if you love my daughter, you* 
jnuft give up the borough. .-- : . ...,;,.. ^ 

C. Cam. Sir, I have the higheft regard for both, and 
sloubt not I fhalj be. able, to fatisf y y ou . . 

lamb. 1 am 'not fo Toon fatisfied, Sir." — 

C. Cam. This vwiy, Sir, if you pteafe. — ' ~- 

f f^m? My 4*Mghter f or the borough, Sir, -*- take 

your choice— Sophy or Gluttqnbyry — rpind, I fticV 

p> ithatv ''*.*" [&W// 
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SCENE Hi Mrs, Mildmay's. . 
Enter Mrs. Mildmay and Sift. 

Mrs.'MxU. Well, Sift, and can you learn whether 
the ftory Mr. Melmoth hath told Narcifla be true. 

Sift. O lord, Madam, it js exa&ly as I guefs'd 
yefterday. What Mr. Melmoth told Narcifla, Mr* 
Syllogifm told me ; but I knew it was a fib the mo- 
ment I heard it. « , 

. Mrs* Mild. But how. are you aflur'd of it to* 
day!' . ." ...'.«".'.•! . 

. Sift. From colonel Camply's own mouth, madam j 
viho call'd me into the parlour, this morning, and be* 

{jan to catechife me like a fchool-mafter. Mrs/S&j 
ays he, what makes you abroad fo early ?/ What,; your 
ladies-have fent you out upon the enquiry,; I fuppofc* 
i know they are curious and inquifitive.— Irideed, Sir; 
fays I, you know no lady in pur.hqufe half To inquifi- 
we as myfelf. Well, £iy[3 tap, what's the news then, at 
home? Why, Sir, fey* 1, we hear that Mr- Mefc- 
unoth's father Js dead, : and has difioherited bim.*~ -^ 
Difinherited him ! fays he, an idle ftory, Sift, an idte 
•ftory, there is nothing in it.— So I thought* ran pteafe 
•your: honour, faid I, far I undcrftood Mr.: Mejmotb 
^was fon to the ft range gentleman whovifited you 
yefterday ; Ay, Sift, fays he, while that gejjtiema* 
lives, Mr. Melmoth's fortunes are in the hands of a 

father. Oh, ma'am, I'm pofuively certain it is as 

I firft fuggeftcd.— 

Mrs. Mild. Then fo far all is wcttj but did you- 
learn nothing more ? 

Sift. Oh, yes, ma'am ; you wanted to know if tho 
gentleman was married or not : but that feems to be 
a doubt. 
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Mrs, Mid. A doubt! Did colonel Camply fay It 
was a doubt ! 

Sift. JNo, inidajn* I" did flot think that & proper 
queftion to put to the colonel. But Mrs* Tiptoe, ht$ 
Honour's houfcr keeper, with whom I bad a little con- 
fab afterwards, over- heard the gerttle&ian t$l Jjcr 
matter yefterday that he was married. 
^•%trs. Mid. How then is, it * cbfcbrt^jEfcJ ■£* 
no 1 my fears are true, and I muft ftill be rii^tcfted r : 
\ Sift. Why, itfecros, tn^am, die gciitlerruh!tki 
loft his wife* v 

. Mrs. Midi Loft hit! Howr? , 

Sift. Nay, ma'am, 1 know nothing more than that 
tacan'fr find' her t fo thatmt feaft (he is loft to him, 
tie has not feen her, I find, thefe twelve years jMto 
though, by hi* own account, he has teen looking 
for her almoft from one end of the world *o the 

utter. : 

*i IfahtAMi Good heaven's ! ttjy hopes revive. 
, Sift. The cofoncl, advtfes him, if he don't find her 
(boo, to look oik for another : but be is one ef your 
coolant fwalns it fetm»* and declares, that if hS firil 
iovtf cahno* be found, fha fhall certainly be his Ja&i-* 
Whether th6 gentleman wiJi keep hit word or not, ib 
another afoir- But this is all I could learn of the 
matta*, madam* as it ft and* at prtfenu 
: Mts: MHdt I aft* fattsfied. [#&&.] Is he then trut 
to one he thought unfaithful? and can he ftilf remem* 
bar. itoe wftbtend^ttiefs? Go; Jeave me, Sift; I fee 
Narciflfc sotting.*- , [Exit 8f* r 

"" * /* ' Enter Narriflk 

<• -Weft, NareMTa, I hop*, «har, on reflc&ion, youai& 
convinced of the danger wd impropriety of your bt* 
fcavioift'. ^iTfeink/my'd^ar; into what frightfulperils 
feitr indiferititfn had fcrttray'd you. v Believe mr # 
child, fuch unadvisM proceedings, differs little from 
tfitfai difobedience.— 

i .- - ' \ fan. 
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- Narc Indeed, madam, I fhudder at the rtfle&ion, 
apd am hardly rccover'd from the terror into which 
J^| relation had thrown me.*— But, with regard tp 
Jro^^ltooeh's affinity, how was it poffible for me, 
10 have any fufpicion* of it ? 

Mtn. MM. It certainly was not : but, in a matter 
ctffo ntuch importance, you ftiould not have adfod {q 
pnectpkatefyv 

. jVtfw.^Nop fheuld I, mama, had not you been fo 
much on the refer ve, and fpoken of Mr. Melmoth fa 
<Kfffefp€€tft»ily yefterday mprnmg; — But* for thefu- 
iktfi, I am alt obedience. — How would you have me 
fcehave ttf him now ?— as you faid fo little to him laft 
flight, he will undoubtedly make me a vifit this morn- 
ing^-HHow am I to. refift his folicitation$, without 
giving him my reafons for it. 

Mrs. Mid: Cannot you torn the convention on 
another fubjeft ? I ftiall now very loon comp to an ex- 
planation* with your father. 
: Nar& My rather! *nadam. • '"• . 
v Mts.Mild. Yes, Narcifla, that Iqng loft father; 
whom y*>u have heard me fo often lament/ *$ now' in 
Bath. I faw him yefterday by accident, and to-day ia* 
*end to procure an- interview * whfch ftpqld have been 
over, before I had imparted this circumftan^ hadl 
opt* your laft night's adventure anticipated the <iif- 
covery-of Mr. Melmoth's being your brother. 
«. Nlarc. But, is it.nbt ftrange, madam, that he (houldl 
fey nothing to me of his father's arrival j But, r on tjier 
contrary, fhould tell me he was dead, and had difin- 
herited him ? 

Mrs. Mild. I cannot divine his reafons for fuch be- 
haviour, ikit* mw in love, Narcifla, are ftrange 
creatures. He might do it, pqffibly, to make a trial 
of your regard for him. — J am well informed,, the^ 
ftpry, of hi* being disherited by his father's will, i^ 
falfe^ as- that of his death. -*^- 

Nor. Ix moft havebeena fc heme then to miflead 
M me 
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me kitp that, dangerous projed'of elopemejit* tfhich 
might have prov'd fo fatal. ' '• •• - » ♦ 
, Mx MW. It might; and therefore it wcfukl not 
be amifs, my dear, if youaffed to refers it as fuch; 
hay, I would have you do it, were it only to give a 
preparatory check to- his paflion, b«fofe hfe .kjnbwa 
fhat you're his fitter. It r will be tmproj^pfor me to 
feelum yet, as well in regard to what ha$'j5afc^if§$ tcj 
thedanger of betraying a mother's affe<5ti0n tQO'fobn, 
l muftfpeak firft with your father. :? / . 

Narc. In what a fnuatiop then, madam, do youi 
jeave your Narcifla? Is it for me to aft fo b#rd i pa?t & 
Can I affeft to treat with difregard, the man folate I 
lov'd? Alas! I find his image wantiag ;hp«&; ; The 
void it left, no brother can fupply.— QhJ My poor 
heart ! . 

- Mrs. Mid. I (hare, my dear Narcififa, your dt#r*fs | 
and would not talk you with a mother's we^kncfs* 
But, for this once, cafl up your refolution : *n expla- 
nation yet were premature.,— But hfcre hfe poises-*-! 
muft retire. .t . • r [Exit* 

Narc. Then let my duty te^ch me %o <Kffefiabl$* i 

Enter young Melmorfu* 

. (As he M/*rj)'Narciffa ! and alone 1 1 feared this hap- 
pinefs had been denied me.^^-^My defcr, Narciffa! I 
am glad to fee you look fo charmingly tQ-day.*— I Was 
afraid, the ill fuccefs of our laft night's adventure* 
might have had an efftft upon your, fpirits. 

Narc Not at all, Sir, I never was in better fpirits 
in my life. {Fluttered* 

. T. Mel. Indeed! I wiih I could fay fo— but ou* 
unlucky disappointment ! 
. Narc. Unlucky ! 

T. Mel. Cruelly fp: we might, ere this, have, been 
half-way on our journey ; and, in a few hours iuore t 
at the end of it ; — where we might have put it. out of 
the power of accident to part us. 

Narc. 
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* ffiirc ." For that very reafon, Mr. Mclmoth, may it 
not be as well we were prevented ?— What ! to be tied 
together for life ! . never to be parted ! Might we not, 
in 4 time, have been tir'd of one another; and, after 
that, have been moft difagreeable companions?— 

' T. Mel. Glad we were prevented ! tir'd of one ano- 
ther ! difagreeable comparrione ! How different is this 
language, and Jthis behaviour, Narcifla, to that of 
yeffiri^ay? 

* Ndrc. What if I ihbuld have chang'd my mind 
£act yefterday. 

' i i:T. Mel. Chang'd your mind, Narcifla! 

* Nate. Is itimpoffible, Sir ? — Did you never hear of 
iSTwomanH changing her mmd ? 

• v #.$&/. Yes, madam, I have heard of wonderful 
changes in women's minds i but you are not in carncft, 
Narcifla? 

/Naze. Indeed, Sir, I am at prefcnt in no difpofitioa 

farjefting. [Gravely. 

T.*Md>- And youafereally glad we were prevented 

f ding to Scotland to be married? Surely you difietn- 
le with me ? ♦ . . 

" Nar\ Not in that, believe me, Sir. — I would not 
«have gone off with you to Scotland, and been married 
to yuu,* JtJrrtie world 

X/Mel. Nay, then there is a change indeed. — But, 
for heaven's lake, Why ? What can have worked this 
; aftonifhing alteration ? „ What have I dope, pr faid, or 
thought '?_ How am I chang'd, that fuch a change 
th6»ld : have happened in you ? Some villain, envioi^s 
*rf toy happinefs, ; rmrft have unjuftly tradue'd, and 
blacken'd my reputation, 

* : Narcs Whyj ibmebody has faid fomething about 
you, it muft be confefs'd. But it was fo far from bo- 
JrigWyfiur difadvantage, that, had I never had any 
knowledge of you before, it would hay^ iodue'd mfe 

.to love arid eftecm you as a brother. — But, with re- 
gard to your ewn behaviour to me, Mr. Melmoth, I 

M2 .muft 



rnuffc jowji it has been very exceptionable.* How could 
you tell me, Sir, that your father was dead ? 
, T. Mel. He is> Narcifla;— 
. Nare. Fie, fie, Mr. Mel moth. — I am well affur'4 
your father is ftill living; and, tnuft freely declare, 
that were there not another man in the world, I would 
not give my hand to his fon.— • [ajide.y— Now, I hope, 
tny mama will be fetisfied. [Extii 

T.Mel Do 1 live? Am I awake ? — [loohngafter 
b&wtiba(l<miJhment,]^Nzs that Narcifla? or am I 
Fredcrifc Melmoth ? What can be the meaning of att 
this ? — If (be be loft* I- know at leaft who to thank for 
it.— Lord Courtly (hall pay dear for this officioufnefs. 
—I mufl and will have this behaviour explained. 

[Exit. 

S C E N E III.- Another apartment in the fame houfe. 

$nter General Melmoth, Jbewn in hy afervant* 

Serv. Pleafe to walk this way, Sir. — Mrs. MiW- 

riiiy defires to be at prefent excus'd \ but my young 

jniftreft will wait on you immediately. [Exit fervant. 

&nttr Narcifla. 

C.Mel. Madam, your moft obedient. 

Nar, [JJule.]— Another painful talk! Is this my 
father ? certainly it is— he ftrikes me with an awe I 
never felt before, 

. G. Mel.- 1 am forry, madam, I cannot have the 
pleafure of feeing Mrs. Mildmay. 

Nat* You have then bufinefs with my mama. 
Sir. 

G. Mel I have, madam; but, as you are princi- 
pally concerned in it,, I fhall, with your leave, impart 
it to you. 

Narc. 
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Nor. 'If it be of inwnid&te confeqaebce, Sir—** 
©therwife I Ibould rather— 

G. Mel. Nay, but young lady, it is of confequence* 
and to you too : I am not to learn, with regard to 
your late generous behaviour to Mr, Melmodi* — I am 
A relation of his-, and, apprehending your laft night's 
difappointment, might have fome difagreeable con- 
fequences, which I am able to remove, I have taken 
the liberty of the prefent intrufion. 

Narc. This opennefs of behaviour on your part, 
Sir, would be a reproach to any mean referve on 
lame, *But I am only at liberty to fey, that the dis- 
appointment, as you call it, was a fortunate one. 
. G. Mel. ; Is it poffible you can think (o I .Then mull 
I have been mifinform'd. 

Narc* You will excufc me, Sir, but my mama hath 
fully convinced me, that my intended marriage with 
JMr. Melmoth, would have been highly improper. 
1' G* Mel. Improper ! 

Narc. Dreadful !-r 

G.Mel. Yon aftonifli me § rpziltan. — Dreadful! 
What new folly hath he committed th6n ? to what 
t)aftnefs d^fcended, that Ihould tmkt m alliance with 
him deferving fuch an epithet ? 
r Nwc: DonY miftake me/ Sir v-~ I havt ftill the 
higheft efleem for Mr. Melmoth \ but may mama— 
- G. Mel. Objeft? tcrhja want of fortune \ 1 kfcow it. 
But if I convince her fee is miftaken;— - 

Narc. Yet even the*, Sir^ ; fiat?withftinding the 
.»; fincere regard I ftill: entertain foi* Mr. Melmoth ; and 
, *hegr$ftt refpeft which, though a ftranger, 1 feel for 
you, 1 could not be indue'd to liften to the iblicitatiottfc 
<pf either.-— No, Sir* J ntever can marry any man. who 
calls you father. — But I can explain myfelf no far^ 
ther. My mama is, by this time, difengag'd, and 
will herfelf attend ytiiu • ' [Exit. 

G, Mel. What i&; all this?. Refpeft for me ! — not 

; marry any man whocatts me f^cl>er !— I am not young 

1 frtelmoth's 
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Melmoth's father; and if I were, what then ?— «nlcfs 
— — but here comes the mother ; flic may fpeak more 
plainly. 

< .. ... • . 

Enter Mrs. Mildmay. \Whoftands at a dijtance, and 
looks at him with tendernefs.'] 

I beg pardon, madam, but — [bowing emmomoujly^ 
and advancing, 'till looking full in her face, bejlarts back!] 
Stare— that face — I — 

Mrs. Mild. Mr, Wild man ! 

G. Mel. Her voice too ! — Gracious powers ! — It is 
•— 'tisihe — it is — it isr— my wife. 

Mrs. Mild* Yes j I am your wife, your once be- 
loved wife. 

G. Mel. And ftUl belov'd!— — Come to my arms, 
thou long loft, injured woman.— [they meet and em* 
bra€e.\ Oh, my wife! 

Mrs. Mild. And art thou ftill my husband .?-*-! 
thought thou hadft forgotten me. 

G. Mel Forgotten thee ! Oh, never, never. 

Mrs. Mild* Haft thou forgiven me too ? — 

G. Mel, Forgiven thee, love !-r-Why, thou didft 
never wrong me. 

. Mrs. Mild. Indeed, I did not; even when you 
thought me guilty, I was innocent. 

G. Mel I know thou waft; and, in knowing that, 
have I fo long been wretched.— «■ Yes, thou waft inno- 
cent ; but it was I, 'twas I, forgot the father and the 
hufband, and wrong'd both thee and thine. 

Mrs. Mild. Yet, I was indifcreet, and much ta 
blame. : 

G. M. Idle recrimination ! no ; you never were to 
blame — and yet your name is Mildmay. [burning 
from her. 

Adrs.Mild. Nay, turn not* from me — I perceive 
your doubts; but they are vain and groundlefs; my 
name's affumU like thine.^^-For your embraces 

• form'd, 
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form'd, and yours alone ; thcfc have been widow'd 
arms e'er fince you left me. 

: G. Mel. My faithful wjfe! Come then again to 
mine, and dwell for ever there. [Embracing. 

Mrs. Mid. Alas, my love, this meeting's like a 
Vifion. You feem as one new rifen from the dead.— 

G. Mel. 'Tis the re-union of departed fouls, favoured 
by heav'n to meet again above, with joy unut- 
terable.— » 

Mrs. Mild> Oh ! let us, then, thank kind heav*nfor 
fuch a meeting. — 

G.Mel. I cannot thank it better than I do. He^v'n 
Jcnows the heart •, and, from the fulnefs of my pre* 
fent joy, fee's mijie o'erflow with gratitude. 

Enter Narciffiu 

• Mrs. Mik}. Narciffa, come, and take a father 9 ! 
bleffing. 

G. Mel. Is this my daughter too ! 

Narc f Oh! my father. . [Kneeling. 

G. Mel. i will, but need not, blefs thee. Heaveft 

forth been fo much kinder to thee than thy father. 

[Rai/es her up t qnd embraces bfr. 

* 
Enter young Melmoth. ' • 1 

Mrs. Mild. Welcome, my Frederic, to a mother'* 
arms. 

X, Mel. Do you, then, give ywr daughter to my 
wifhes ? Thus let me thank you for the precious gift. 
f- [Kneeling^ andkiffing Mrs. Mildmafs hand \ then rifing 

and turning to Narciffa.]- »Rut will Narciffa ratify, 

the grant? 

: Narc. Indeed, brother— I know not what to fay.— * 
t r. Mel Brother 1 Narciffa I 

G Mel. Whence this mifftake ?r~[to Mrs. Mildmay.] 
We havealfo no foq : our Frederic died, poor boy, 

long fince, in India 

A ./J " Mrs. 



• A**. Mid Then- hav* my hopes and! ftafe alike 
been fruitlefc. 

« v/VSiriv [^Rfe.J^Agaib I fed my fWdllifig heart 
rfeptete.-*- 
•• r.Aft/. Mowl *fc*t<t 

• "J^iiHrr. And you aren^t my brother theto it laft ? '♦* 

' [ToToungMtimib* 
-• T. Ms£.. Tout brother, Wiwclflk I No ; <fear as I 
might Jove a fitter, I would not be your brother fdtf 
tibt worid. I fee through tAywhole of your ftrange 
behaviour now. ~ .;»;:;!: 

- G. Mel. \<Pp Mrs. Mttijnity^~Th\8 young gemie- 
nton, my dear, is Ton to a diftaiit relation lately dead I 
to whofe fortune he is heir, and to whoJ^4iaft;^iM 5 P 
am executor. 

Narc. Hoity toityl here's a tangl'd fkain un- 
ravellU 

- r. Met* [AfideJ] — And general MdiniocF i* Nkr- 
dfla's father. 

inter Je*d Courtly,, intr^ufdhy afew<wi s . ' ; 

Serv. Lord Courtly, madam- c [^ritS&r^t 

• Court. Ladies and gentlemen your fervant. Hap- 
pily aflcmbl'd, I hope. — [turning to Young Mtlmth.\~- 
I ppefume, Mr. Melmoth is, by this time, convinced 
of the impropriety of the angry billet he fenc me this 
morning. 

T. Mel The miftake we both lay under, my lord* 
at once juftifies your behaviour and my refentmervt* 

Court. Fortunately for me, however, that miftak* 
"drew a promife from the amiable Narciffa ; which, I- 
flatter myfelf, ihe ts too generous to forget. 

Narc. It is true, my lord, I did promife to give 
you my hand, if Mr. Melmoth could not accept it : 
and, if you had come a few minutes ago, I (ho u Id 
have been terribly puzzl'd what to do with you. 
But I can now keep my word, without your reaping 
any advantage from my promife.— 

Court, 



THE WIDOW'D WIFE. 8i 

Court* Madam! Mrs. Mildmay, what have I to 
iiope ? 

Mrs. Mild.. Indeed, my lord, my prefent perplex- 
ity of joy and furprize, makes me as incapable of ex- 
prefling my obligations, as the event puts it out of 
my power to requite them. Narcifla is not Mr. Mel- 
moth's lifter $ but, inftead of a brother^ (he hath found 
a father, and I a hufband ; to whole guidance and 
protection we now are fubjeft. 

G. Mel. With your leave then, madam, Mr. Mel- 
moth fha'l be yet your fon. 

T. Mel. Then have I found, inftead of loft a father. 

[ Bowing to general Mdmcth. 

Mrs. Mild. As to the preference I once gave your 
lordfhip — 

• Court. It lays me under an obligation, madam, 
that, in the prefent circumftances, makes all apology 
iieedlefs. 

Narc. Generoufly faid ; is not it, Mr. Mel moth? 
—Indeed, my lord, I wifh you a better wife than I 
fhould have made you. 

Court. And I you, madam, all happinefs, with -a 
hulband that deferves you. 

X. Mel. I fhall endeavour to merit the compliment, 
my lord* 

1 
Enter alderman Lombard, colonel Comply and Sophia 

Lamb. Your fervant, gentlemen and ladies.. You 
feem to be mighty well pleas'd here : my daughter 
Sophy and tjft colonel have let me a little into fome- 
thing. — 

G. Mel. Oh, Camply ! oh, my friend, behold my 
injured, much wrong'd wife and daughter ! 

Camp. Isitpoffible! 

Lomb. How, how! the widow Mildmay, general 
H :;moth'S wife! 

H C.Mel. 



